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Project Promise: 
 A New Opportunity to  

Share God’s Love 
     The Social Ministry Team has been discussing 
new ways to involve our members in outreach 
and service projects. Your continued and gener-
ous support of Caring Coins has been heartwarm-
ing. Did you know that in the first seven months 
of 2017, your donations have exceeded our Car-
ing Coins offerings for ALL of 2016? The growth 
of this ministry has been amazing, and yet, we 
know that Zion has many kinds of gifts to offer!   
     For the past several years, Zion has generously 
supported one of our fall outreach projects, Op-
eration Christmas Child. For 2017, we are shifting 
our fall focus from this one program supported 
by cash donations to a new effort that will pro-
vide Zion’s members with a broader range of 
ways to participate. You are still invited to do-
nate monetarily, as you wish, but we hope you 
will also consider donating specific items, and/or 
sharing your time by joining in cross-generational 
service events.  
     Our new focus is Project Promise, an outreach 
of Lutheran World Relief.   continued on page 4 

 

VBS Coming August 6-10 

At Lake Crystal's Community VBS, children age 3 
through rising 5th graders will learn they’re cre-
ated by God and built for a purpose! This year, 
we’ll have five days of fun! Sunday 5:30-8pm and 
Mon-Thurs 6-8pm.  Our host is the First Presby-
terian Church.  

Registration is free, 
and participants are 
asked to pre-register 
online by August 1 
(link on the church 
website). Paper reg-
istration forms are 
available in the Nar-
thex. Walk-ins also 
welcome!  

A great VBS depends on having lots of great vol-
unteers!! Adults and youth (rising 6th grade or 
older) are invited to be part of the fun as “crew 
leaders” or assisting in one of the activity sta-
tions. To sign up, please complete the online reg-
istration and select the “volunteer” option!  A 
mandatory volunteer “Boot Camp” training 
event will take place on Thursday, August 3,  
6-8 pm at First Presbyterian Church.  

The 2017 Community VBS is sponsored by the fol-
lowing congregations: First Presbyterian, Abun-
dant Life Christian Church, Cornerstone United 
Methodist, Holy Family Catholic Church, Trinity 
Lutheran, and Zion Lutheran.  

 

125th Anniversary Update 
See Page 4 
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“I’m glad I came to St. Louis because my faith has grown 

stronger and I am no longer afraid to be vocal about my 

love for God. I’m also glad I came because I really learned 

that I am truly never alone and that God is always listen-

ing. I’m glad because I have grown so much closer to eve-

ryone on this trip and that is something I will forever be 

grateful for.”   Taylor Antony 

“I’m glad I came to St. Louis because the 

girls have really stepped out of their 

comfort zone to accomplish some of the 

projects. I’ve been out of my own com-

fort zone as well, and really feel God 

working with us this week.”  

Kelle Goeringer (adult leader) 

“One thing I see differently after this ex-

perience is how much food we waste. We 

could salvage it and give it to people who 

need it.”   Cassie Carlson 

“One thing I see differently after this experience is 

my life and the wasteful things I do without even re-

alizing it. I have so much to be thankful for that I 

don’t realize on an everyday basis.”  

Adrian Schmalzriedt 
“One way I have seen God this week is 

through the faces of the people we have 

helped.”  Kaitlyn Stromswold 

“I’m glad I came to St. Louis because it has giv-

en me the chance to see how others live away 

from my home. I was able to step out of my 

comfort zone to try and make a difference.”   

Emilee Cloyd 

“After this experience, I will look at 

poverty and racism very differently, 

and try to volunteer more often.”  

Kendall Anderson 

We had a GREAT 2017 Mission Trip 

to St. Louis in June! I was very 

proud to see our group fully en-

gaged in all of the challenging and 

fun aspects of the trip, and to wit-

ness their growth in faith. Here, in 

their own words, is how this trip im-

pacted them! 

Pastor Andrea 
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 August 15 ZLCW Board Meeting       6:30 p.m. 

 August 22 Bible Study for Leaders   6:30 p.m. 

 

Zion Lutheran Church Women 

The Southeastern Minnesota Synodical Women’s Convention is scheduled for September 16 at St. Olaf’s 
Lutheran Church in Austin.  Non-voting members can register until September 8.  Look for more infor-
mation from your circle chairs. 

Please mark your calendar for our annual church cleaning day on Saturday, September 9th. We will meet 
at 9:00 a.m. to clean the kitchen and nursery. Rolls and coffee will be provided. We hope to see you 

there! 

Please continue to save Box Tops for Education and Milk Moola caps and labels! If you 
donate these directly to a student or school, Tri-Mission members (Kay Carlson and Diane 
Sandstrom) appreciate you letting them know the number you’re donating.   You can con-
tact Kay or Diane directly or leave information in the drop box in the Narthex.  

Also, mark your calendars for Saturday, October 14, the date of our Tour of Tables. A speaker has been 
secured and many of our members are already thinking about their table decorations. It promises to be 
another wonderful day! Tickets will be on sale in the next couple of months. More details to come. 

August’s favorite hymns: 

August 6  

“Blessed Assurance” 

August 13  

“He Leadeth Me” 

August 20  

“When Peace Like a River”  

August 27  

“How Great Thou Art” 
A great time was had by everyone who attended the 

July 16 MoonDogs Game against the Waterloo Bucks! 

Sharing Shelf 
Each month a volunteer from Zion delivers 

this food offering to the Sharing Shelf. 

Thanks to Marsha Larson for serving in Ju-

ly.  The August volunteer is Barb McDon-

ald. 

Sharing Shelf needs for August include:  

spaghetti-os, cereal, canned chicken, tuna, 

soup and toilet paper.    

The Sharing Shelf is located at the First  

Baptist Church, 312 South Oakland Street.  

Hours are Wednesday evening from 6:00 

p.m.- 6:30 p.m.   
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125th Anniversary Update 

On Sunday, August 8, Zion will welcome Pastor 

Glenn Taibl and his wife Rebecca as our special 

guests. Pastor Taibl served Zion from September 

1976 to January 1982. He will preach during wor-

ship, and a simple reception will follow. Please join 

us as we celebrate Zion’s ministry!  

Our congregation-wide anniversary celebration 

will take place on Sunday, November 19. Bishop 

Steve Delzer will be present with us as preacher 

and there will be a congregational meal. Stay 

tuned for details! 

Experience The Word  
Come to Life!  

Newsletter Due Date 

The September newsletter due date is Tuesday, 

September 19.   

From Luther  
Memorial Home 

Luther Memorial Home in Madelia is proud of 
our Lutheran church affiliation and support 
through the past 58 years from our church mem-
bers.  Churches and members have supported 
LMH through service on boards, volunteering 
and with philanthropic gifts.  LMH is extremely 
grateful for all of the time and talents that have 
been shared over the years. 

Since you are our foundation, we wanted to 
share some exciting news with you.  Luther Me-
morial Home and our residents have changed 
over the past 58 years.  We were once a place 
for people to retire to.  Residents would move in 
and live at LMH for 10 years.  Today our resi-
dents need intense skilled nursing care or come 
for short-term rehabilitation stay and return 
home in a few weeks.  We have evolved and are 
discussing changes to our brand and a building 
renovation to better meet the needs of our cur-
rent residents.  We are excited about these 
changes. 

If you have comments or suggestions, please 
feel free to contact Dawn at 507-642-3271 or visit 
with a church representative serving on our 
board.   

Please keep our organization, its mission and 
our residents in your prayers. 

Thank you for all of your support, 

Dawn Campbell 
Luther Memorial Home, Madelia,  MN 

 

The Blue Earth County Historical Society in-
vites you to view The Saint John’s Bible, the 
first handwritten, illuminated Bible commis-
sioned by a Benedictine monastery in 500 
years. Through September 1, 2017, visitors can 
see the volume dedicated to the Gospels and 
Acts along with 25 illuminated prints during 
regular business hours: Tuesday through Fri-
day 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday 10 a.m. to  
4 p.m.  In addition, there will be special view-
ing hours on Sunday, August 6 and Sunday,  
August 13 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. for people to 
visit after their Sunday religious services.  This 
exhibit was made possible through generous 
support of St. John’s Episcopal Church, Man-
kato. For additional details visit 
www.bechshistory.com/events. 

http://www.bechshistory.com/events
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Happy birthday to the  

following members celebrat-

ing August birthdays! 

Milt & Joyce Abraham 

Michael & Sally Bottin 

David & Kay Carlson 

Matt & Jamie Christianson 

Marvin (Lewie) & Barb Fleming 

David & Amanda Gilman 

Jim & Darlene Halvorson 

Rodney & Linda Isebrand 

Tony & Laurie Jacobs 

Fred & Diana Lantz 

Matt & Cheryl Lantz 

Scott & Sara Larson 

Walton & Lorraine Miller 

Ronald & Andrea Myers 

John & Gail Peterson 

Todd & Rebecca Sittig 

Jay & Dorene Spencer 

Mike & Amanda Storlien 

Andrew & Elisabeth Teigen 

Robert & Joyce Vee 

Larry & Darlene Zeidler 

Happy Anniversary to the 

following Zion  

members celebrating  

August anniversaries! 

Bible Quiz Answer:  C (See Genesis 30:19-21.)   

Team 8 

July leaders  
Rod & Linda Isebrand  

Team Members: 

Justin & Kris Anderson 

Jeffrey & Janet Becker 

Scott & Nancy Ellanson 

Lindsay Gilman 

Kevin & Denise Hagge 

Roger & Linda Hoechst 

Adam & MacKenzie Jones 

Eric Jones 

Gail Larson 

Richard & Dawn Kottke 

B.J. Larson-Kittleson 

Don & Judy Marben 

Sheldon & Holly Meyer 

Verone Nelson 

Dee & Mary Pendergast 

Rod & Denise Roberts 

Randy & Angie Rustman 

Eli Sandstrom 

Doug & Evonn Siebenahler 

Jon & Michele Stordahl 

Matt Teigen    

Robert & Joyce Vee 

Janette Abraham 

Milton Abraham 

Caden Albrecht 

John Anderson 

Tim Anderson 

Kendall Anderson 

Justin Anderson 

Jill Antony 

Ryder Antony 

Robert Atkinson 

Kent Beecher 

Ronnie Bergemann 

Ann Blasing 

Callie Burnett  

Jean Childs 

Jacob Cooper 

Rachel Ebargary 

Norma Ellanson 

Grace Fjeldberg 

Lauren Fleming 

Jennifer Fleming 

McKenzie Glaubitz 

Madison Graham 

James Granger 

Carson Greenough 

Kylie Halvorson 

Dawn Hartman 

Jerome Hawker 

Rodney Isebrand 

 

 

Alisha Jordan 

Larry Kopischke 

Nikki Lowis 

Judy Marshall 

Courtney McDonald 

Sheldon Meyer 

Donna Mikkelson 

Danielle Mueller 

Grant Mueller 

Austin Nickels 

Christina Olson 

Tim Olson 

Raenalee Olson 

James Pockrandt 

Cody Sandstrom  

Cheryl Sandstrom 

Dusten Schultz 

Shannon Sorenson 

Rob Spencer 

Scott Spencer 

Evelyn Stradtman 

Victoria Thorson 

Jacob VanRyswyk 

Bill VanRyswyk 

Mary Ward 

Cadence Wasylik 

Whitney Ziegler 
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2018 ELCA Youth Gathering 

It’s Registration Time!! 

The 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering is now less than a 

year away and it’s time for students to register! An 

information and registration packet can be picked 

up from the youth bulletin board in the Narthex, or 

you can find it on the church website under 

“News.” Contact Pastor Andrea with any ques-

tions! 

Zion’s Gathering trip is open to students who will 

complete grades 9-12 in 2018. (Space permitting, 

we may be able to include 8th graders.) To reserve 

your spot, submit your $150 non-refundable de-

posit by Friday, September 15, 2017. The total fami-

ly contribution for the trip will be $550 (out of an 

estimated cost of $1,400-$1,500 per person).  

Calendar Notes for Fall Planning:  

 September 6 at 6pm: Confirmation Kick-Off 

Meeting. This meeting is for all incoming 7th 

and 8th graders and their parents. 

 September 15: Deposit due-date for ELCA 

Youth Gathering participants 

 September 24: Third Grade Bible Presentation, 

with family Bible exploration class on Septem-

ber 24, October 1 and 8.  

 October 15: Confirmation Sunday (special wor-

ship schedule) 

 November 15: Winter Warm-Up 

Thank you for your support for our 2017 Mis-

sion Trip! We had a wonderful experience 

serving the St. Louis community, growing in 

faith, making new friends, and getting strong-

er as a group.  

Be sure to read page 2 of this newsletter to 

learn more about the impact this week had on 

our trip participants!  

We could not have had this experience without 

your financial support and faithful commit-

ment to supporting our youth as they grow in 

faith!  

Stay tuned! Our group will share more stories 

from St. Louis during worship sometime this 

Fall! 
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 Mission Update from Edith White 

Zion has had a long relationship with Edith White, a 

Literacy Educator for Wycliffe Bible Institute who 

serves in Togo and Benin (West Africa). She most 

recently visited Zion in October 2016. Here are some 

excerpts from Edith’s July email update: 

I arrived back in Benin, here in West Africa, on April 

7th and had a week in Cotonou, the economic capital 

on the coast, visiting university students you are help-

ing me help.  Then I went north to my "hometown" of 

Tanguieta (tahng-ghee-etta).  After three days at my 

house there, I went to a big event in Cobly, an hour 

and a half away over bad roads, for a 5-day celebra-

tion of Mbelime (mm-belly-may) culture and language.  

Mbelime is one of the languages for which I do literacy 

work. I know many people in Cobly and even lived 

there for a couple of years. This time I had a room in 

an inn where I often stay. The first morning there I 

woke up not feeling well  and ended up going to the 

local health center.  From there I went to the hospital 

back in Tanguieta for about 5 days.  Lots of IVs.  Good 

care. Ever since, I've been gradually regaining strength 

and energy… [The health problem seemed to be] the 

sudden change in climate from early April Minnesota 

springtime to the very hottest season in Benin, a sea-

son unrelieved by rain when the heat just goes on and 

on and on… I became badly dehydrated and my elec-

trolytes were probably “out of whack.”  

While I was recuperating at home in Tanguieta, many 

people came to visit me. Often to welcome me back, 

but of course they came with numerous problems to 

present, too: sickness, leaking roofs, roofs blown off 

by the storms, mudbrick houses threatening to col-

lapse on them, school expenses right before the big 

national exams. A lot didn't have enough to eat.  I love 

to be helpful and there were many I was happy to see, 

but I needed more rest and I had a lot of work to do 

that required extended periods of undisturbed quiet 

and better Internet access.  Our training center in Ka-

ra, Togo, was a good place for that, so I reserved a 

room and came here.  

Here, first of all, I've 

been trying to meet a 

deadline for getting 

some new literacy 

accounts set up.  You 

will hear more about 

this soon. 

I will appreciate your 

prayers as I settle 

back in here. Please 

pray for: 

 health 

 stamina (I have ideas of good things to do to get 

more people reading well, but will I be able to car-

ry them through?) 

 some French-speaking person to come and be a 

colleague. I need help. (There is so very much to 

do now that the programs are expanding.) 

 the accounts that are being set up (that people 

will give to them, so that the work I do can go on.) 

 diligence on my part (Sometimes I'd rather just 

read a book for a while.) 

 the New Testament translations finished in two 

different languages that I work with that are being 

readied for printing. (a big job, but not my job). 

My  part is to provide people with the skills and 

motivation to read them. 

May your life be rich in all the things that count the 

most, 

Edith / Edie 

Email: edith_white@sil.org  
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A Word From the President 
Summertime Blues $ ? 

     I have been a member of Zion Lutheran Church 
for about forty-four years. During all of these years, 
I have been involved with a lot of different respon-
sibilities. I have been on education boards & prop-
erty boards. I have been vice-president & president 
twice and I have been treasurer once for four 
years.  

     A common denominator in regards to any type 
of position held is money. Do we have enough 
funds to pay for Sunday school supplies? Do we 
have enough to maintain our facility? Is there 
enough to pay for utilities? Are there enough dol-
lars to pay our staff? 

     The answer to all of these questions is “Yes”!  
However, there is always some time that the check 
book looks a little anemic and that some time is 
usually in the summertime. 

      I would prefer not to write or talk about money, 
but under our current financial situation, I need to. 
We came very close to having to dip into our Line 
of Credit at MinnStar this past month. As of this 
writing we have not. 

     I want to remind you of the ministry initiatives 
that Zion implemented into our annual budget last 
January at our annual meeting. The campership 
ministry has been accomplished. Zion helped a doz-
en young people attend Bible camp. We have been 
keeping up with our mission support to the SEMN 
Synod. Two other initiatives are concrete work and 
repair facia on the old part of our facility. These 
two projects are going to be completed soon, but 
funds to pay for both are still questionable. One of 
our major initiatives is to hire a part-time person to 
help with our youth program. It would be great to 
see a surplus in our checking account, so we could 
safely go ahead and fill this position. 

     As you can see from this information, Zion really 
needs everyone’s help to continue down the path 
and succeed in fulfilling all of these initiatives. 

     Please remember the “Intent Cards” that you 
completed last fall during our “One in Christ” Stew-
ardship Appeal. If you are behind on your giving, 
please try to catch up. If you are on track with your 
giving, please consider extra contributions.  

     If you have not given anything, please consider 
my appeal to help us catch up and get ahead during 
this critical time of year.  

     In order for Zion to succeed, we need everyone’s 
participation physically, spiritually and financially. 
Thank you to all for your continued generous con-
tributions! 

      May God’s peace be with you all,  
      Rod Isebrand, President   

Caring Coins Update 

Thank you to everyone who contributed items or 
cash for the St. Louis Youth Summer Mission Trip. 
Everything was stuffed in two duffel bags and tak-
en by our students and their chaperones to assist 
with projects planned by their partners in ministry. 
The following is a list of items that were donated/
purchased:    

5 hot glue guns, 200 replacement sticks for hot 
glue guns, 15 Elmer’s Glue Sticks, 10 bottles of 
Elmer’s School Glue, 15 rolls of Scotch tape, 10 sets 
of measuring cups, 2 two-cup measuring cups, 12 
oven mitts, 4 bags Perler Beads, 2 buckets Perler 
Beads, 60 white t-shirts, 11 swim suits for boys and 
10 swim suits for girls. 

Thank you again for your July Caring Coins dona-
tions of $139.92. Those dollars were designated for 
Crossroads Lutheran Campus Ministry. As of July, 
your donations have exceeded all donations col-
lected in 2016! These gifts allow Zion to serve as a 
ministry partner and assist with God’s work locally, 
nationally and globally. 

August 13 is Caring Coins Sunday. Donations re-
ceived will help fund LCWM’s Backpack Food Pro-
gram. Although this program is not new to Blue 
Earth County, funding allowed LCWM to benefit for 
the first time in January 2016.    

The cost of the program is $360 per child per year, 
but because of donations, the families pay noth-
ing. At LCWM, the number of participants averaged 
35 per week. Family qualification is based on need, 
with participating students receiving breakfast, 
snack and lunch for Saturday and Sunday.  

During the 2016-2017 school year, the program was 
expanded to include holidays. Checks should be 
made to Zion, with “Backpack Food Program” in 
the memo.   continued on page 14 
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BIBLE QUIZ 

Jacob had two wives, two concubines (his wives’ maids), 12 sons and 
one  
daughter. Who gave birth to the daughter, Dinah?  
 
A. Zilpah  
B. Bilhah  
C. Leah  
D. Rachel  
 
Answer: See Page 5 
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Income June 2017 YTD June 2016 
Change (+/

-)           

Offerings 10,410.01 83,626.23 11,277.83 (867.82) A summary of income 
for all sources, and any 
change from the previ-
ous year. 

   

Non-Benevolence 1,575.00 10,255.00 1,665.00 (90.00)    

Building Fund 2,333.00 21,932.15 3,713.00 (1,380.00)    

Memorial Fund 10.00 170.00 10.00 0.00     

Special Projects 360.55 3,578.86 150.00 210.55     

Scholarship Fund 0.00 160.00 0.00 0.00     

Total 14,688.56 119,722.24 16,815.83 (2,127.27)    

          

Ministry Exp. 
June  
2017 

Monthly 
Budget 

Variance 
(+/-) YTD 

YTD  
Budget 

Variance  
(+/-)       

Salaries and Related Costs 9,699.24 11,096.61 (1,397.37) 60,528.05 66,579.62 (6,051.57) "How do our ministry 
expenses compare to 
what we planned for 
in the budget?"  

Utilities, Maintenance, Oth-

er 3,096.39 3,375.01 (278.62) 14,022.46 20,249.94 (6,227.48) 

Education, Mission, Related 

Costs 3,635.78 1,583.34 2,052.44  8,339.06 9,500.02 (1,160.96) 

Supplies 426.20 1,262.49 (836.29) 6,942.65 7,575.06 (632.41) 

Synod Mission Support 0.00 1,140.00 (1,140.00) 2,481.11 6,840.00 (4,358.89) 

Total 16,857.61 18,457.45 (1,599.84) 92,313.33 110,744.64 (18,431.31) 

       

Budget Cashflow  June 2017 
Monthly 
Budget 

Variance 
(+/-) YTD YTD Budget 

Variance  
(+/-)       

Income available  11,985.01 18,457.44 (6,472.43) 93,881.23 110,744.66 (16,863.43) 
(General Offerings & Non-

Benevolence)  

Ministry Expenses 16,857.61 18,457.44 (1,599.83) 92,313.33 110,744.64 (18,431.31) 
"What is our net cash-
flow for the year for our 
ministry expenses?" 

Net (+/-) (4,872.60)   1,567.90   

       

Building Fund June 2017 YTD               

Income 2,333.00 

           

21,932.15  
"What is our net cashflow for the year for the 
Building Fund?"     

Payments (3,891.00) 

          

(25,487.23)    

Interest 1.59 12.25    

Current Balance 9,018.40         

          

Balances June 2017                 

General Checking (1,559.41)         

Memorial Fund 6,217.31          

Non-Benevolence 236.15          

Special Projects 1,783.58          

Scholarship 5,289.80          

Line of Credit 9,100.00          

Mortgage Principal 

(Thrivent) 466,235.36          

Youth Checking Account 7,264.83          

        

  Attendance Communion    

June 2016 2017 2016 2017   

Week 1 109  88 87 79    

Week 2 112 87       

Week 3 104 114 96 96    

Week 4 79 84       
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Project Promise: A New  
Opportunity to Share God’s Love 

(continued from front cover) 
 
Specific items that are inexpensive and easy to find 
are collected and assembled into kits that are taken 
to LWR’s center in Minneapolis and then shipped 
overseas to be given to groups with specific, pre-
identified needs. Some of our circles, along with our 
Sunday School students, are already creating these 
kits. Our goal is to expand participation in this minis-
try to our entire congregation. 
     Zion’s Project Promise drive will begin in August 
and continue through December. For the first phase 
of the drive, our focus will be collecting items for 
two Project Promise kits: Personal Care Kits and 
School Kits.  Plans for our service events (i.e. phase 
two), when we will assemble the kits, will be publi-
cized as the end of the year draws near. We invite 
members of all ages to assist in this project in any 
way that is meaningful for them.   
     To the children who receive School Kits, these 
supplies mean the difference between getting an 
education or not. Public school is usually free, but in 
places where LWR works, even a few required sup-
plies, such as pens and paper, may be more than 
many families can afford. When parents can only 
afford to send one of their children to school, girls 
rarely get priority, yet the education level of moth-
ers has the biggest impact on development.  
     When LWR distributes Personal Care Kits, it’s of-
ten to people who have lost everything. In the af-
termath of an earthquake, or having fled from vio-
lence as their homes were overtaken, they clasp a 
towel from a faraway place, with a bar of soap, a 
toothbrush…and washing up, they know they have 
not been forsaken by the world. The very simple 
gesture of giving a Personal Care Kit can give some-
one the encouragement to start anew, starting with 
a bath. You can share God’s love and grace by 
providing that simple comfort.  
     Your kit donations will make a real difference in 
the lives of others! Kit donations will be collected at 
the church in the bins located on the east wall of 
the Narthex. Cash donations are also welcome with 
checks payable to Zion and “Kits” written in the 
memo line. Please consult the list below for the spe-
cific items requested. Please note that LWR asks that 

all items be new, not labeled with religious symbols 
or the name of our congregation/group, or decorated 
with patriotic or military symbols, including camou-
flage. Multi-packs of items for either kit are wel-
come! (Repackaging these items for individual kits 
will be done at the time of assembly.) 
Personal Care Kits: 
 One lightweight bath-size towel (between 20” x 

40” and 52” x 27”), dark colors are recommend-
ed 

 Two or three bath-size bars of soap equaling 8 
to 9 oz., any brand, in original wrapping 

 One adult-size toothbrush in its original packag-
ing 

 One sturdy comb 
 One metal nail clippers (attached file optional) 

School Kits: 
 Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide or college-

ruled paper, approx. 8” x 10 ½”; no loose-leaf 
paper 

 One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centime-
ters on one side and inches on the other 

 One pencil sharpener 
 One pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with 

embedded steel blades work well) 
 Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers 
 Five black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink) 
 One box of 16 or 24 crayons 
 One 2 ½” eraser 

Shopping for these items is easy, and inexpensive! 
Back to school sales will soon allow for the pur-
chase of items at greatly reduced prices; however, 
please note that many of these items are frequently 
available at grocery, department, office supply or 
big-box stores any time of the year. These items are 
often less expensive and of better quality than 
those found at dollar stores. Those who have made 
kits are on the lookout every time we shop!  
     At our upcoming service event, the Personal Care 
Kits will be packaged by wrapping the items in the 
towel and securing with ribbon or yarn. The School 
Kits will be assembled in a drawstring bag. We antic-
ipate using a Thrivent Action Team Grant, along 
with any donated funds, to purchase the school 
bags or any items needed to complete the kits. 
     Thank you for your continued generosity as we 
seek new ways to serve together and share God’s 
love! 
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Zion Lutheran Church 

“To Make Jesus Known to All in Our Words  
and Actions” 

Council Meeting Minutes – May 16, 2017            

Present: Phil Bachman, Matt Christianson, Jennifer 
Fleming, Dave Hoffer, Linda Isebrand, Rod Ise-
brand, Steve Marshall, Pastor Andrea Myers and 
Melanie Smith 

Guests: Gary Sandstrom and Beth Paumen 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 by Presi-
dent Rod Isebrand. 

 

1.  Devotions  

 Gary opened the meeting with devotions.   

2.  Approve Agenda 

 Items added under New Business: b. Payment 
to Line of Credit and c. Clarence Schultz Prop-
erty. Motion by Steve, second by Phil to ap-
prove the agenda. Motion carried.  

3.  Thank You Notes 

 Pastor received a certificate from Lutheran So-
cial Service thanking Zion for its support in 
feeding our communities, specifically our Meals 
on Wheels program. Zion was one of several 
congregations recognized at the recent Synod 
Assembly.   

4. Reports: Consent Agenda 

            Motion by Linda; second by Phil to approve 
the Consent Agenda; motion carried.  

a.   Pastor’s Report: Pastor Andrea shared her re-
newed sense of energy and focus at Zion, not-
ing the progress and listing some of specific 
accomplishments of each ministry team. Dead-
line for submission of information/articles for 
the June Messenger is noon on Tuesday, May 
23. Important dates/events include Celebration 
Sunday (May 21), Office closed (May 29), Pas-
tor in Rochester for training (June 6-7), Pastor 
absent for the St. Louis Mission Trip (June 24-
30), Pastor attending Emotional Intelligence 
workshop for clergy (July 10-16) and Pastor’s 
vacation (August 23 through September 5). 

She outlined information regarding back-
ground checks for all volunteers. The vendor is 
Reference Services, Inc., who was recommend-
ed by Guide One Insurance, our provider. Pray-
er concerns were also listed.  

b.   Corrections to the Secretary’s Report for April 
19 were noted. Motion by Pastor Andrea, sec-
ond by Dave to approve the changes. Motion 
carried.   

c.   Statistical Reports: Council members received 
these reports via email. 

d. Finance and Stewardship (Matt Lantz, *Doug 
Midthun and Gary Sandstrom): The team met 
at Doug’s home on May 9. A comparison of the 
financial statements from 2016 to 2017 
(January through April) showed an increase of 
$9,875.20 in checking/savings base. The team 
recommends $3,000 payment to the line of 
credit. Income is up by $10,589.08 from 2016 to 
2017 during the same period, which is positive 
news for our members. The team may ask 
VANCO to come to Zion to make a presenta-
tion. There is some concern about the low 
number of people who have signed up for the 
financial sessions on June 11 since they want to 
ensure that the use of our presenters’ time is 
appropriate. Their next meeting will be held at 
10 AM on June 10 at Doug’s home.   

e. Social Ministry (Carol Dunker, *Linda Isebrand 
and Judy Meyer): The team met at the church 
at 4:30 on May 9. They began with prayer, then 
reviewed correspondence and the agenda. 
May Caring Coins, designated for GRACE Thrift 
Store, totaled $385.44, bringing the yearly 
amount to $1,533.31. June’s focus will be the St. 
Louis Youth Mission Trip; the congregation can 
donate specific items that will be taken with 
the youth, or they can donate toward items 
that will be purchased by members of the So-
cial Ministry Team.  Linda will meet with Pastor 
Andrea to finalize the Prayer Ministry (formerly 
Prayer Chain Ministry).  Caring Coins’ focus for 
the next three months is tentatively scheduled.  
The next meeting is at 4:30 p.m. June 13 at the 
church.  

e. Youth Ministry (Kris Anderson, Jennifer Flem-
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ing and *Susan Gengler): The team met on May 2, at 
5:30 PM. They created a list of tasks, as well as who 
is responsible for each, as they wrap up a year of 
Sunday school and plan for VBS. Planning for the 
Youth Director position continues. An agenda has 
been set for their recap meeting of this year sched-
uled for 6:15 on May 31 at the church. Many of the 
details for summer Bible School are in place. VBS is 
August 6 through 10 at the First Presbyterian 
Church. The first day will begin at 5:30; remaining 
days begin at 6:00. They also discussed the Lenten 
Supper, Easter Brunch, teacher gifts and a book fair 
next Christmas. Their next meeting is at 10:30 AM on 
June 4.   

g.   Membership and Outreach (*Steve Marshall, Beth 
Paumen and Doug Winter): The team met on May 11 
at the home of Steve Marshall. The membership list 
is an ongoing project. There are 21 envelopes left in 
the office. Doug needs a street address in order to 
deliver most of those. They are considering better/
more effective ways of dealing with these in the fu-
ture. The choices for Faith Night at a Moon Dogs 
game are June 18 or July 16. They believe July is a 
better option since the June date falls on Father’s 
Day. Tickets are $6.00, with an option of purchasing 
a $10 ticket, which includes a hot dog, soda and 
chips. Steve will get more information on this op-
tion. There are 16 pictorial directories left in the 
office. Steve will write something for the newsletter 
in hopes of getting these picked up/distributed.  

h.   Treasurer’s Report effective 4/30/17: General Check-
ing $3,044.99, Memorial Fund $6,180.17, Building 
Fund $12,045.60, Non-Benevolence $2,500.61, Spe-
cial Projects $1,685.86, Available to Pay Bills and Pay-
roll $5,545.60, Overdue Bills $0.00, Current Bills 
$2,231.05, Line of Credit $9,100.00. Rod thanked 
Melanie for assuming the task of church treasurer. 
She noted that things are going well and appreciates 
Zion’s current positive financial situation, making her 
job easier.   

5.  Other Reports 

a.   Worship, Music and Adult Education (*Phil Bachman, 
Karen Granger and Kristi Grindstaff): The team con-
tinues their work with Action Team leaders, seeking 
ways to resolve problems or concerns. They are 
working with the head ushers to create a list of ex-
pectations and responsibilities. Pastor Andrea is 
leading this subtask. Cindy Jacques continues to ex-

pand the roster of individuals willing to assist with 
communion, as well as with creating seasonal ban-
ners, maintaining communion supplies and equip-
ment, etc. The Narthex Design Team meets regular-
ly. The City of Lake Crystal is updating its equipment; 
when that transition is completed, Zion will get a 
new camera, which will greatly improve the quality 
of our broadcast. 

b.   Building and Grounds (Mike Bottin, *Dave Hoffer 
and Brett Strenge): The spring cleanup was complet-
ed on May 6, with 6 youth and 3 adults taking part. 
Dave expressed appreciation for the hard work of 
the youth. Boyum Siding submitted a bid of $2,050 
for work on the fascia and windows. A verbal quote 
of $2,400 to repair/construct sidewalks and ramps 
has been received from Clay and Hands of Lake Crys-
tal. Dave has requested a written bid before we pro-
ceed. Someone in the congregation volunteered to 
pay for this work; Rod will speak to that individual 
once the written bid is in hand. Permits still need to 
be acquired.  

*Indicates Ministry Team Chair 

6.  Old Business 

a.  Council Secretary Update: Despite requests via the 
newsletter, bulletins and a temple talk, no volun-
teers for the Council Secretary position have come 
forward. Rod will contact members of the new Nom-
inating Committee and ask them to get feedback 
from the 2016 committee and begin work to find a 
candidate.  

b.   Zion’s 125th Anniversary Progress: Steve reported 
that tasks have been created and assignments 
made. They are considering a float for Duck Days, 
although they thought a convertible might be a bet-
ter option in case of wind, etc. Congregational mem-
bers would be invited to walk alongside. They would 
like to purchase a banner for the parade, which 
would then be displayed in the church. The ‘official’ 
celebration date is November 19, when Bishop 
Delzer will be present. Invitations to preach on an-
other Sunday will be sent to former pastors. The 
team is working to manage the details of a meal 
since we want to offer this at no cost to the congre-
gation, but want people to have a ticket so we know 
how many will be attending. Truffles will cater the 
meal.  

c. Financial Stewardship Fair: Steve mentioned that 
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more individuals have signed up for the Financial 
Stewardship event on June 11; however, the ses-
sions may be reduced based on the numbers. 
The deadline for signup is May 21. 

d.   Compostable Products: Linda was able to get 
information about compostable products. These 
products are cost efficient, e.g., we could pur-
chase 6000 napkins and 1000 each of other 
products (10’ plates, hot beverage cups, cold 
beverage cups, knives, forks and spoons), for 
about $250 plus shipping. More discussion in 
June.  

e.    SE MN Synod Assembly Information: Pastor An-
drea, as well as Rod and Linda Isebrand, shared 
information from this event on May 6 and 7. 
They agreed it was a positive experience, with 
wonderful opportunities to learn and worship 
with our fellow ELCA members. Next year’s 
event will be held at the Verizon Center in Man-
kato.  

f.     SE MN Synod Communications Workshop: This 
event will be held at St. Olaf Lutheran Church in 
Austin on May 22. Pastor Andrea, Rod and Steve 
will attend. Pastor will complete the registra-
tions on May 18.  

 

7.   New Business    

a.   SAS Signup for Fall 2017: The financial commit-
ment to Zion is $1,000 to the Synod for training, 
printing and brochures. Our focus would be 
learning how to ‘do’ stewardship all year and in-
volves continuing what has been accomplished, 
then build upon it. The coaching process will 
evolve. Motion by Steve: As a leadership team, 
the council supports financially supporting the 
continued work of stewardship at Zion. Second 
by Linda; motion carried.  

b.   Faith Night at the Moon Dogs: July 16 was select-
ed as the date to participate.  

c.   Line of Credit: The Finance and Stewardship Min-
istry Team recommends a $3,000 payment to-
ward our Line of Credit as funds are available. 
Motion by Steve; second by Melanie; motion car-
ried.  

d.   Clarence Schultz property: A member had asked 
if Zion would consider purchasing the adjoining 
property to be used as a parking lot for Zion. 
There are many things to consider, the first of 
which is whether zoning would allow this. Gary 
will check with the Zoning Commission. The 
property is currently listed at $69,900.  

8. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 
8:40 PM.  

   Pastor Andrea closed the meeting with prayers of 
inter   cession, which was followed by all mem-
bers praying the Lord’s Prayer.  

   Next meeting is June 21, at 7:30 PM. Linda Isebrand 
is    responsible for devotions and refreshments.  

   Faithfully submitted,  

   Linda Isebrand, Acting Secretary  

 

 

 

Thank you to our Action 
Team 7 leaders 

Matt & Cheryl Lantz 
 for assembling the  
July Action Team  
schedules! 

Caring Coins 

(Continued from Page 8) 

The Backpack Food Program is part of the Greater-

Mankato United Way and Feeding Our Communi-

ties, which is a non-profit working to end hunger. 

Learn more at  

http://feedingourcommunitiespartners.org/

backpack-food-program.html 

http://feedingourcommunitiespartners.org/backpack-food-program.html
http://feedingourcommunitiespartners.org/backpack-food-program.html
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GLOBAL MISSION: WHAT IS IT?  
By Rev. Emily Carson, carson@semnsynod.org  

 

     The three core priorities of our synod are developing 

leaders, equipping congregations, and accompanying 

global partners. Walking alongside our global partners 

is at the center of what we do as the Southeastern Min-

nesota Synod! The people of the synod are in direct 

partner relationships with the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church of Colombia (IELCO), the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church of Tanzania-Central Diocese (ELCT-CD), and the 

developing Lutheran church in South Sudan. These rela-

tionships are rooted fully in a spirit of accompaniment.  

     Kathy Chatelaine, the synod’s Director for Global 

Mission/ Companion Synods shares, “Global mission is 

an incredible gift of accompanying – walking together 

in service in God’s mission – sisters and brothers from 

Colombia, Tanzania, South Sudan, and southeastern 

Minnesota along the ministry journeys to which God 

calls each of us.” Walking together is what it’s all about.  

     COLOMBIA: The synod’s relationship with IELCO was 

established in 1994 with a focus on education and spe-

cial ministries. A great way to stay informed about the 

current happenings of the Lutheran church in Colombia 

is through the blog of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA) missionaries serving there, Curtis and 

Katie Kline. Their blog address is 

http://8000feetandcounting.blogspot. com/.  

     TANZANIA: The synod’s relationship with the ELCT-

CD goes back to the beginning of the ELCA. The part-

nership was first established in 1989. Currently, there 

are over 6.5 million Lutherans in the ELCT! The Lutheran 

church is growing rapidly in that part of the world. The 

synod’s partnership in that country focuses on educa-

tion, health care, and other ministries.  

     SOUTH SUDAN: The development of the Lutheran 

church in South Sudan is in its early stages. The country 

was formed in 2011. Together with the ELCA, our synod 

has played an important role in the building of the Lu-

theran Center in the capital city, Juba. A portion of the 

funds raised through Leading Together (http://

semnsynod.org/ leadingtogether) have supported that 

work. The building will contain a worship space, com-

munity center, and health clinic. Rev. Wal Reat current-

ly serves as one of the ELCA missionaries in South Su-

dan. He went through candidacy in our synod and 

served at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in Faribault. In 

addition to accompanying our global partners who live 

abroad, the people of the synod also walk alongside 

the Sudanese worshipping communities that exist right 

here in southeastern MN.  

     GETTING INVOLVED: Are you interested in becoming 

more connected to our synod’s global partners? Please 

begin by praying! More ways to get involved in global 

ministry:  

• Contact Kathy Chatelaine at the Office of the Bishop 

(chatelaine@semnsynod.org/507-280-9457) for specific 

accompaniment opportunities.  

• Take time to learn about each country – its people, 

geography, history, and current politics.  

• Invite a member of the Global Mission/Companion 

Synods Table to give a presentation to your congrega-

tion.  

• Participate in the upcoming Tanzania Summit on Oc-

tober 8 at Zumbro Lutheran Church.  

• Participate in the 2018 Southeastern Minnesota Syn-

od Assembly focused on the theme of accompanying 

global partners.  

• Celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation 

by giving a $500 gift to the synod through Leading To-

gether.  

     We give thanks for the Spirit’s movement through 

these global relationships in Colombia, Tanzania, and 

South Sudan!  
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Zion Lutheran Church 

211 E Robinson St. 

P.O. Box 236 

Lake Crystal, MN 56055 

Phone: 507-726-2849 

Fax:  507-726-2119 

Church Office e-mail: 

zioninfo@zionluthlakecrystal.org 

pastor@zionluthlakecrystal.org 
 

Church website: 

www. zionluthlakecrystal.org 

 SUMMER OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday-Thursday  8 am—2:30 pm 

The Office is closed on Fridays. 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 

211 East Robinson Street 

Lake Crystal, MN 56055 

Pastor 

Rev. Andrea Myers 

Office Manager 

Mary Gilman 
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Sheldon Meyer 
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Project Promise 

Summertime Blues? 

Luther Memorial Home 

Did you miss the Sunday 

service? 

Sunday worship services 

replay on Channels 7 and 

10 on Wednesday morn-

ings  at 10:00 a.m.  


