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Join us for Dinner Church 

All are welcome to join us for Dinner Church, a casual, 

come-as-you-are gathering centered in the promise 

that Jesus is made known to us in the breaking of the 

bread. Dinner church will take place on the following 

Wednesdays in 2019: 

June 12 & 26 

July 10 & 24 

August 14  

 
We’ll gather in the Fellowship Hall for a light supper at 5:30 PM, then stay for a brief service of Holy 

Communion at 6:00 PM.  Special activities will be provided for younger children during the message.  
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What does Holy Commun-

ion mean? It means God 

loves EVERYBODY, and God 

loves you!  

That was the theme of the 

day when I gathered with 13 

of Zion’s children (ages 5th grade to preschool) and 

their parents for our Communion Workshop on May 

19th.  

Together we explored how Jesus was sent to show 

God’s love by feeding people and eating with them. 

Jesus loved everybody, including the “crabby peo-

ple” (like us!) who thought he was breaking the rules 

when he gave away food and forgiveness for free.  

Students and parents then baked communion bread 

together. We’ll be using that bread during worship 

on May 26 and June 9. I also took our students on a 

tour of the sacristy area (where we prepare com-

munion) and the sanctuary. Students were able to 

ask questions and to learn the names and purposes 

for some of our sanctuary furnishings. 

Finally, our students were given the opportunity to 

taste the bread they’d baked (they approved!), as 

well as taste wafers and wine.  

Many of these students will be celebrating a public 

First Communion Milestone in worship in the months 

to come. Please join me in praying that as they join 

us at the table, they will experience the grace of 

knowing that there is a place for EVERYONE around 

the table—including you! 

Peace, Pastor Andrea 



3 

Newsletter Input Due Date: 

July Newsletter input is due (early)  

by Tuesday, June 18. 

 

Congratulations to our graduates! On May 19, we 

sent them into their next endeavors with the gift of 

a quilt and our prayers!  

(Back row L-R: Elizabeth Olson, Ethan Snow, Tasia 

Jordan, Brooke Laborde, Meghan Glaubitz, Carter 

Graham, and Faith Winters. Front row L-R: Pastor 

Andrea Myers, Grace Winters, Clara Gilman, Hope 

Winters, John Anderson, and Caden Albrecht.) 

 
Community VBS: August 4-8 

Registration Now Open!  

At Roar, kids in grades preK-5 (Fall 2019) will 

explore God’s goodness and celebrate a fero-

cious faith that powers them through this wild 

life. Preschool/preK students (age 3+) are in-

vited to join us in the Little Paws Preschool for 

a VBS experience designed especially for our 

little learners!  

Dates:   Sunday, August 4  

    through Thursday, August 8 

Location:  Zion Lutheran Church 

Time:   Sunday 5:30-8pm 

    Mon-Thurs 6-8pm 

Cost:    FREE 

Online Pre-registration through July 31 using 

the link at www.zionluthlakecrystal.org; walk-

ins also welcome!  

Help us spread the word about Community 

VBS by sharing the Facebook event or regis-

tration link with your local friends!  

If you’re an older youth or adult that loves 

kids, and wants to help them learn about Je-

sus’ love for them, we hope you’ll sign up to 

serve as a VBS volunteer. Youth (grades 6-12 in 

Fall 2019) and adults can also use the online 

registration form to sign up as volunteers and 

helpers.  

 

*** CLIP AND SAVE *** 

 

Zion Summer Office Hours:   

    June 1-August 31 

Monday: 8 am-2:30 pm 

Tuesday: 8 am-12:00 noon 

Wednesday: 8 am-2:30 pm 

Thursday: 8 am-2:30 pm 

Friday:  Office is closed 

Pastor Andrea is usually available in the office on 

Mondays and Wednesdays 11 am-4 pm or by appoint-

ment.  726-2849 or 507-402-1114. 
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NO Bible Study for Leaders in June  

as no meetings in July! 

June 4 :  Rebecca Circle      7:00 p.m.   

Hostess:  Judy Marshall 

Bible study:  Janette Abraham 

June 5:   Miriam Circle       7:00 p.m.  

Hostess:  Joyce Johnson  

Bible study: Joyce Roberts 

June 6:  Martha Circle      2:00 p.m. 

Hostess:  Carol Jones 

Bible Study: tbd 

June 6:  Community Band      5:30 p.m. 

Concert/Social    

June 18: 
ZLCW Board Meeting       2:30 p.m. 

The ZLCW would like to thank our members for their support by donating to our  
garage sale and/or attending the meal. Special thanks to Sally Bottin for preparing 
the delicious BBQs! We appreciated the great turnout and everyone who helped 
make the event a success. 
 

Thanks to our members who have given their $10 donation to support the ZLCW budget. If you have  
forgotten, checks should be made payable to ZLCW (please write donation in the memo line). Cash 
should be placed in an envelope and marked ZLCW. Your donation can be given during worship, mailed,  
or dropped off at the church office during regular business hours. 
 
PICNIC/BAND SOCIAL: The ZLCW will be hosting our annual picnic and Community Band Social on 
Wednesday, June 5, at the church. Supper starts at 5:30. Menu includes BBQs, Potato Salad, Chips, Beans, 
Dessert and Beverage. The band plays at 6:30 p.m. Take the night off from cooking and bring the family 
for some fellowship and music! 
 
Members are reminded that we continue to collect the following: Box Tops for Education donated to the 
elementary school, (Milk Moola/caps are no longer available), used postage stamps for the American Le-
gion Auxiliary (not necessary to trim), used greeting cards (The entire card needs to be submitted due to 
copyright laws for some companies) for St. Jude’s Ranch for Children to support their programs. All of 
these items may all be left in the box located in the narthex. 
 
Tour of Tables is Saturday, October 12. 
 
 
 
 

Invitation for Musicians 

Calling instrumentalists and soloists of all ages! Would 

you be available to share your musical gifts with Zion? 

You’re invited to share “special music” during the offer-

ing this summer. Please speak with Sheldon Meyer or Pas-

tor Andrea.  

On June 16, we’ll hear special music from Gary Grindstaff 

during worship. 
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Mission Trip Blessing/

Sending: Sunday, June 30 

It’s nearly here!  The following youth  

and adults will be heading for West  

Virginia July 6-14 for a week of service, 

learning, and faith-building in the  

Appalachian Mountains: 

Logan Anderson 

Cassie Carlson 

Lauren Cooper 

Clara Gilman 

Maya Jones 

Kaitlyn Stromswold 

Abby Teigen 

Pastor Andrea Myers 

Pastor Ronald Myers 

Please join us in blessing this group and 

sending them out to serve during wor-

ship on Sunday, June 30.  

Mission: Mankato 

July 28-31 

Have you always wanted to go on a mission trip, but 

you don’t like to travel?  Then Mission: Mankato is 

your kind of service event! 

Who: Rising 7th-12th graders 

What: A local mission event being led by the youth 

of seven Mankato-area ELCA congregations. We 

will do service projects in the Lake Crystal, Man-

kato, and Eagle Lake communities.  

When: Begins Sunday, July 28th with an evening 

orientation/welcome. Continues Monday, Tues-

day and Wednesday as youth do service projects 

during the day, and spend the evenings at pools 

and lakes in the area. On Monday and Tuesday, 

we will sleep overnight at two churches in Man-

kato.  

Cost: $25 

Registration due June 30th, using the online form 

on Zion’s website: www.zionluthlakecrystal.org.   

Adults Leaders needed: We will need several adult 

or parent volunteers during the day to work with 

the youth and provide transportation, and to stay 

overnight on Monday/Tuesday night.  

If you are interested in volunteering or have ques-

tions about Mission: Mankato, contact Marrett 

Broady Grund:  youth@zionluthlakecrystal.org or 

507-351-9618. 

Join the Fun  

at Community VBS  

Wanted: Youth in grades 6+ to serve as 

Crew Leaders and Assistant Station 

Leaders for VBS August 4-8. See page 3 

for details. Sign up using the VBS Regis-

tration link on the church website.  
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Bible Quiz 

Which follower of Jesus preached to the crowds after re-

ceiving the Holy Spirit on Pentecost?  

A. John  

B. Peter  

C. Mary Magdalene  

D. Paul  

Answer: Page 7  

KiDs   

PaGe 
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Caring Coins  
 

Social Ministry would like to thank those who con-

tributed to our May Caring Coins. The amount do-

nated was $249.52 and will be sent to Committee 

Against Domestic Abuse, Inc. CADA is a nonprofit 

victim advocacy and emergency shelter organiza-

tion based in Mankato.  

CADA’s mission is to provide safety and support to 

victims of domestic and sexual violence through ed-

ucation, advocacy and shelter. Thank you to all for 

your generosity and kindness. Since January, Zion’s 

members have contributed $1,421.59 toward Caring 

Coins.   

 

June’s Caring Coins gifts will be designated to the 

American Red Cross. Although we might think of 

the ARC as an organization for blood donations, 

they actually respond to an emergency somewhere 

in the world every eight minutes! With so many 

spring storms and floods, many in our region and 

throughout the country and the world are in need. 

Thank you in advance for your gifts, which will be 

collected on June 9. Checks can be made to Zion, 

with Caring Coins written in the memo line. Thank 

you for your gifts!  

 

 

 

 

Sharing Shelf 
Each month a volunteer from  

Zion delivers our food offerings to 

the Sharing Shelf. Many thanks to 

Cheryl Lantz for volunteering in May.  Our June vol-

unteers are Jim & Darlene Halvorson.  June needs 

include oatmeal, chili, peanut butter, jelly, toma-

toes and toilet paper. 

The Sharing Shelf is located at the First Baptist 

Church, 312 South Oakland Street.  Hours are 

Wednesday evening from 6:00-6:30 p.m.      

              

 

 

 
Bible Quiz Answer:  B (See Acts 2:14) 

Crossroads Campus Ministry  

News and Needs 

Can you help raise the roof? The original roof 

that has sheltered Crossroads all these years can 

no longer be repaired. “Dead and buried,” said a 

contractor. An initial wave of fundraising and 

tapping into their “rainy day funds” covered the 

50% deposit needed to get the project started. 

Then they discovered that the damage was 

worse than expected.  The latest update is that 

another $16,000 is needed. If you’re able to help 

with a gift of any size, visit 

www.crossroadsatmnsu.edu. 

Crossroads is collecting used dorm furnishings. 

Many international students arrive without 

basic dorm necessities. Crossroads is taking do-

nations of gently-used dorm items like waste 

baskets, laundry baskets, desk lamps, shower 

caddies, towels, storage containers, and dorm 

fridges. Contact Crossroads for more infor-

mation:  507-625-6779. 

 

 

 

 

Snow-Day Catch Up! 

It's finally spring, just in time for summer! 
But it was a hard winter, and all of that snow 
made for low worship attendance and two 
cancelled worship services. This had an im-
pact on our winter offering income.  

If you missed worship this winter, would 
you consider making a "snow day" gift to 
Zion, and catch up on offerings you would 
have normally given?  

Also, before you begin your summer adven-
tures, consider enrolling in eGiving (on the 
church website). Electronic giving is a con-
venient way to keep up with your offering 
intentions, no matter the weather or season! 
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 Worship, Music and Adult Education: Dinner church 
is set for June 12, June 26, July 10, July 24 and August 
14. A sign for volunteers to prepare and assist with 
the meal and clean-up is posted in the narthex. Plans 
for children who would be in attendance would in-
clude a children’s table and short lesson planned spe-
cifically for them. 
  
During the remainder of the meeting, Pastor Andrea 
led the Council through a review of Zion's ministry 
over the last year, and discernment of where God is 
calling us to focus our future Ministry Team efforts. 
Discussion centered on the following questions:  1) 
What has your team accomplished over the past sev-
eral months? 2) What is something you hope will 
come to fruition during the remainder of 2019? 3) Can 
you share a story about an individual whose life has 
been affected as a result of God’s work through Zi-
on’s members and ministry? 4) What growth are you 
seeing at Zion? 5) What is one hope you have for 
2019? and 6) What is one thing that could be accom-
plished during the next five years that has the poten-
tial to nurture Zion’s members and the wider commu-
nity.   
  
Jamie and Matt Christianson and Pastor Andrea  
will attend the Synod Assembly in Rochester. 

 

 

 

                   

                        May  

       Meeting  

        Highlights   

 
Finance and Stewardship: The annual audit of Zion’s 
finances has been completed, with no discrepancies 
noted. Thanks to Kari Gustafson and Kim Van-
Ryswyk for donating their time and effort. Data for 
the last year shows no significant change, primarily 
because the line of credit has remained the same. 
The team will ask the council to consider reducing 
the building fund balance cushion from $12,500 to 
$8,000, which would still provide a two-month cush-
ion and would allow the treasurer to consider mak-
ing additional payments toward the principal. 
  
Social Ministry: Year-to-date Caring Coins donations 
are $1,421.59. 
  
Membership and Outreach: Discussion continues on 
providing mentors for our new members, which 
might include such things as follow-up phone calls 
to answer any questions/address concerns. The tick-
et order for this year’s MoonDogs game has been 
increased to 25. Mary will post information in the 
bulletin as soon as they are available. 
  
Building and Grounds: After review, the new agree-
ment with A+ Security has been switched to a cell-
based system. All sensors have been cleaned. May 
18 has been set for clean-up day, with tasks com-
pleted from 9:00-noon. Marrett will have a roster of 
youth to help and pizza will be served. The new wa-
ter fountain has been installed and is functional. 
  
Youth Ministry: Eighteen family responded to the 
Sunday school survey. For now, the program will 
continue as it is with a greater emphasis on attend-
ance. The positions of Sunday School Superinten-
dent and Music Coordinator remain unfilled, so it 
may be necessary to discontinue the Family of Faith 
events. Marrett is working on a summer program 
that involves local service projects, with overnight 
stays in area churches. Community-wide VBS will be 
held at Zion August 4-8. 

 Zion Spring  

Scholarship  

Winners 
 

Congratulations to the following $200 Zion 

Spring Scholarship Award Winners:   Ben Gilman,  

Ivy Karels,  Caden Maurer, and  Paige Sittig! 

We wish you all the best in your educational 

choices and are glad to be able to help with this 

financial support! 

Reminder that you must be in college to apply 

to this program; high school seniors are not eli-

gible.  To learn more or if you have questions,  

contact any members of the Scholarship Com-

mittee (Barb Anderson, Joyce Johnson, Donna 

Roesch & Kristi Grindstaff). 
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Happy June 

Birthdays! 
Janet Atkinson 

Tyler Barnard 

Gabriella Beecher 

Kay Carlson 

Brielle Caven 

Lois Davis 

Jim Ellis 

David Gilman 

Sara Halvorson 

Tammy Hruby 

Cindy Jacques 

Mia Jarvis 

Evie  Jones 

Emma Karels 

Dawson Knutson-Bunde 

Isabel Knutson-Icks 

Carter Lantz 

Patty Lee 

Barb McDonald 

 

 

  

 

 

Greg Miller 

Amy Montgomery 

Joyce Roberts 

Donna Roesch 

Ray Roesch 

Dougray Siebenahler 

TJ Smith 

Ethan Snow 

Barb Sorensen 

Ken Sorensen 

John Stordahl 

Andy Teigen 

Matthew Thofson 

Patrick Thofson 

Andrew Utter 

Howard Ward 

June  (Team 3) 

Leaders:  Dave & Kay 

Carlson 

JoAnn Allen 

Bob & Janet Atkinson 

Jill Atkinson 

Joe Atkinson 

Paul Beinke 

Mike & Sally Bottin 

Ben & Chelsea Copeland 

Scott & Nancy Ellanson 

Eddie & Laura Erickson 

Lindsay Gilman 

Pete & Kelle Goeringer 

John & Kathi Greenough 

Judy Hanson 

Matt & Sara Halvorson 

Aaron & Heather Hen- 

     dricks 

Jeremy & Megan Hutch- 

     ens 

Barry & Cindy Jacques 

Jim & Jean Johnson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jody & Lisa Johnson 

Christopher & Michele 

      Kennedy 

Kathy Lewis 

Doug Midthun & Karen  

     Myers 

Beth Paumen 

Jason & Emmy Phillips 

Renee Rollings 

Kim Schmalzriedt 

Doug & Evonn Siebenahler 

Russell & Cathy Sohre 

Todd & Tracy Stromswold 

Mike & Amy Thofson 

Robert & Joyce Vee 

Happy June 

Anniversaries: 
Corey & Candice Bur-

nett 

Mark & Sandy Friday 

Mike & Cheri Herbst 

Steve & Val Laborde 

Michael & Jody Maurer 

Greg & Cindy Miller 

Ryan & Danielle Mueller 

Tim & Judi Olson 

Jim & Joyce Roberts 

Myron & Cheryl Sand-

strom 

Mike & Heidi Thompson 

Jay & Sheryl Utter 

Larry & Sara Walters 

Howard & Mary Ward 

Scott & Jennifer Winters 
 

 June Hymn of the Month 

This summer, our worship services will feature a 

“Hymn of the Month.” These songs are relatively 

new to Zion, and the hope is that repeating them 

a few Sundays in a row will help our congregation 

learn them well. You may even discover a new fa-

vorite! 

Our June hymn will be “Neither Death nor 

Life” (ELW 622), by  Marty Haugen (Holden Even-

ing Prayer, Gather us In).  

The text of the song is based on the familiar and 

treasured promise contained in Romans 8 that 

nothing in all of creation can separate us from the 

love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

One writer described the hymn this way:  

Contemporary songwriter Marty Haugen took those 

final verses to create a joyful and memorable refrain 

in gospel style, “Neither Death, nor Life.” Like any 

good refrain, it invites repetition: sing it once, and 

you’ll want to sing it again. By the end, the refrain 

will be etched firmly in your minds, hearts, and voic-

es. Like all good worship songs, “Neither Death, nor 

Life” internalizes truths of Scripture so that you’ll 

be able to remember them and sing them anytime 

and anywhere.  (Emily R. Brink, Reformed Worship 

blog, December 2007) 
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  Attendance Communion 

April 2018 2019 2018 2019 

Week 1 386* 122 228 89 

Week 2 112 174   

Week 3 storm 343* 0 241 

Week 4 182 164   

Week 5 155    

Report for: April 2019 

Income Apr 2019 YTD Apr 2018 
Change 

(+/-)           

Offerings 15,636.07 58,839.60 16,874.85 

(1,238.78

) 

A summary of in-
come for all 
sources, and any 
change from the 
previous year. 

 

   

Non-Benevolence 1,697.00 7,046.00 1,655.00 42.00     

Building Fund 2,775.00 17,155.00 2,818.36 (43.36)    

Memorial Fund 25.00 990.00 0.00 25.00     

Special Projects 1,589.51 2,720.07 10,242.27 

(8,652.76

)    

Scholarship Fund 240.00 260.00 100.00 140.00     

Total 21,962.58 87,010.67 31,690.48 

(9,727.90

)    

          

Ministry Expenses Apr 2019 
Monthly 
Budget 

Variance 
(+/-) YTD 

YTD 
Budget 

Variance 
(+/-)       

Salaries and Relat-

ed Costs 8,654.83 11,369.35 (2,714.52) 

43,295.8

8 45,477.41 (2,181.53) 

"How do our ministry expens-
es compare to what we 
planned for in the budget?"  Utilities, Mainte-

nance, Other 2,126.10 2,741.68 (615.58) 

11,018.6

5 10,966.72 51.93  

Education, Mission, 

Related Costs 2,047.14 741.68 1,305.46  3,074.15 2,966.72 107.43  

Supplies 768.79 1,320.84 (552.05) 5,437.34 5,283.36 153.98  

Ministry Initiatives 0.00 726.68 (726.68) 0.00 2,906.72 (2,906.72) 

Synod Mission 

Support 1,617.17 1,815.00 (197.83) 5,715.17 7,260.00 (1,544.83) 

Total 15,214.03 18,715.23 (3,501.20) 

68,541.1

9 74,860.93 (6,319.74) 

       

Budget Cashflow  Apr 2019 
Monthly 
Budget 

Variance 
(+/-) YTD 

YTD 
Budget 

Variance 
(+/-)       

Income available  17,333.07 18,715.23 (1,382.16) 

65,885.6

0 74,860.92 (8,975.32) 

(General Offerings & Non-

Benevolence) 

Ministry Expenses 15,214.03 18,715.23 (3,501.20) 

68,541.1

9 74,860.92 (6,319.73) "What is our net cashflow for 
the year for our ministry ex-
penses?" 

Net (+/-) 2,119.04    -2,655.59   

       

Building Fund Apr 2019 YTD               

Income 2,775.00 

            

17,155.00  

"What is  net cashflow for the year for 
the Building Fund?"     

Payments (3,891.00) 

          
(15,564.00

)    

Interest 2.95 10.04    

Current Balance 14,363.41         

          

Balances Apr 2019                 

General Checking 3,345.23          

Memorial Fund 4,506.52          

Non-Benevolence 733.67          

Special Projects 7,557.51          

Scholarship 10,800.72          

Line of Credit 11,568.50          

Mortgage Principal 

(Thriv) 

(401,223.47

)         

Youth Chg Account 8,727.44          
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A SPECIAL GREETING FROM 

PRESIDING BISHOP  

ELIZABETH EATON  
Spring 2019  

“For if you keep silence at such a time as this, re-

lief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from an-

other quarter, but you and your father’s family will 

perish. Who knows? Perhaps you have come to 

royal dignity for just such a time as this.” - Esther 

4:14  

Dear Friends in Christ,  

For such a time. The world has changed and is 

changing. But what shapes us as Lutherans is be-

ing God’s beloved people gathered around word 

and sacraments. In Christ through the Spirit, God 

has invited us into a deeply intimate and loving re-

lationship with God and with each other for such a 

time as this.  

This is our time to tell the story of the church we 

are becoming, a church confident about who we 

are in Christ and what God is calling us to do. As I 

have said previously, if God wills that there be a 

witness to the gospel through the Evangelical Lu-

theran Church in America (ELCA), no force on 

earth, not even our own, can stop it.  

As we gather in synod assemblies, I invite you to 

pray for one another and listen for God’s will. Your 

prayers and discernment will be crucial as the as-

sembly season culminates at the 2019 ELCA 

Churchwide Assembly in Milwaukee, Aug. 5-10. As 

part of our legislative business, we will be receiv-

ing and considering proposals from your synod 

assemblies.  

I hope you will have time and space to talk togeth-

er, pray together and listen together as you con-

sider resolutions and memorials before you. We 

need time for discernment.  

This church continues to engage in God’s reconcil-

ing work through Christ in the world. At the 

churchwide organization, the ELCA Church Council 

is overseeing implementation of this church’s stra-

tegic plan, Future Directions 2025 (ELCA.org/

future). Through this initiative, we’re cultivating 

new leaders and revitalizing congregations. Thank 

you for your faithful commitment.  

Thank you also for your generosity to Always Be-

ing Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA 

(ELCA.org/campaign). Your continued support is 

an example of all the ways we are church, we are 

Lutheran, we are church together and we are 

church for the sake of the world.  

God’s blessings to you as you gather as the living 

body of Christ.  May you be guided by  the Spirit as 

you do God’s will for God’s people for such a time. 

With gratitude, 

Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 
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Sunday Morning 
9:00 a.m. Worship 
Communion every   

Sunday during June 
 

No Sunday School during  
summer months 

 

Listen to sermons at 
www.zionluthlakecrystal.org 

 

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS: 

June, July & August 
Monday (8-2:30)  

Tuesday (8-12)  

Wednesday (8-2:30)    

Thursday (8-2:30) 
The Office is closed on Fridays. 

Phone: 507-726-2849 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Church Office e-mail: 

zioninfo@zionluthlakecrystal.org 

pastor@zionluthlakecrystal.org 

 

Church website: 

www. zionluthlakecrystal.org 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Dinner Church 

Picnic/Band Social 

Vacation Bible School 

Attention all Musicians! 

Summer Office Hours 

 


