
May Council Highlights 
  

Finance and Stewardship: The annual audit of Zion’s finances 
has been completed, with no discrepancies noted. Thanks to Kari 
Gustafson and Kim VanRyswyk for donating their time and effort. 
Data for the last year shows no significant change, primarily 
because the line of credit has remained the same. The team will 
ask the council to consider reducing the building fund balance 
cushion from $12,500 to $8,000, which would still provide a two-
month cushion and would allow the treasurer to consider making 
additional payments toward the principal. 
  
Social Ministry: Year-to-date Caring Coins donations are 
$1,421.59. 
  
Membership and Outreach: Discussion continues on providing 
mentors for our new members, which might include such things 
as follow-up phone calls to answer any questions/address 
concerns. The ticket order for this year’s MoonDogs game has 
been increased to 25. Mary will post information in the bulletin as 
soon as they are available. 
  
Building and Grounds: After review, the new agreement with 
A+ Security has been switched to a cell-based system. All 
sensors have been cleaned. May 18 has been set for clean-up 
day, with tasks completed from 9:00-noon. Marrett will have a 
roster of youth to help and pizza will be served. The new water 
fountain has been installed and is functional. 
  
Youth Ministry: Eighteen family responded to the Sunday school 
survey. For now, the program will continue as it is with a greater 
emphasis on attendance. The positions of Sunday school 
superintendent and music coordinator remain unfilled, so it may 
be necessary to discontinue the Family of Faith events. Marrett is 
working on a summer program that involves local service 
projects, with overnight stays in area churches. Community-wide 
VBS will be held at Zion August 4-8. 
  
Worship, Music and Adult Education: Dinner church is set for 
June 12, June 26, July 10, July 24 and August 14. A sign for 

volunteers to prepare and assist with the meal and clean-up is 
posted in the narthex. Plans for children who would be in 
attendance would include a children’s table and short lesson 
planned specifically for them. 
  
During the remainder of the meeting, board members shared 
information regarding their team’s work, with these questions in 
mind: 1) What has your team accomplished over the past several 
months? 2) What is something you hope will come to fruition 
during the remainder of 2019? 3) Can you share a story about an 
individual whose life has been affected as a result of God’s work 
through Zion’s members and ministry? 4) What growth are you 
seeing at Zion? 5) What is one hope you have for 2019? and 6) 
What is one thing that could be accomplished during the next five 
years that has the potential to nurture Zion’s members and the 
wider community. 
  
Jamie and Matt Christianson and Pastor Andrea will attend the 
Synod Assembly in Rochester. 
  
 


