
  

VOLUME 12 ISSUE 8      2016 

Zion Lutheran Church, ELCA       Lake Crystal, MN     507-726-2849       www.zionluthlakecrystal.org                                                                       

 

 

 

 

 

Join Us For Community 

Vacation Bible School 

At Lake Crystal Community Vacation Bible School, 

kids will explore the rock-solid foundation of Jesus’ 

love.  Our theme this year is “Cave Quest.” Our 

week will be filled with incredible Bible-learning  

experiences kids see, hear, touch and even taste!  

Science fun, team-building games, cool Bible songs 

and tasty treats are just a few of the standout activ-

ities that help faith flow into real life.  Be sure to 

send kids in play clothes and safe shoes since every-

thing is hands on and may get a little messy!   

Community VBS will be held at Zion on August 1-4.   

Monday:  5:30 pm—8:00 pm 

Tuesday—Thursday:  6:00 pm—8:00 pm 

For more information or to sign up, contact the Zi-

on office at 507-726-2894.   

 

 

 

Church Photo Directory 

Thank you to everyone who has already signed up 

to have their photo taken for the church  directory.    

Photos will be taken August 19, 20, 22, 23 & 24.  A 

Membership & Outreach member will be available 

for onsite  sign ups on both 

Sunday, August 7 & 14 before 

and after service.  You can still 

go online at  

appt.lifetouch.com or call   

1-800-521-4611 to make an ap-

pointment.   If you are unable to make it to Zion 

photography dates, please call Lifetouch at 866-756

-0281 and they will help you schedule a time  at one 

of the neighboring churches where Lifetouch will 

be doing photography this summer. 

 

Church Directory Sign in  

Volunteers Needed! 

There is a sign up sheet in the Narthex for hosts 

that will be needed during the photography events 

to help sign people in and verify personal infor-

mation for the directory.    Please sign up if you are 

able to help!  See Kathy Fleming with  questions. 
 

Confirmation Kick-Off Meeting 

Mark your calendars! There will be a meeting for 

ALL 7th & 8th grade parents and students on 

Wednesday, September 7 at 6:00 p.m. See you 

there! 
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Sisters and brothers in Christ, 

When it comes to current events and the na-

tional news, this has been a difficult summer. It 

seems to me that one tragedy has simply flowed  

into the next: Orlando, Baton Rouge, Minneapolis, 

Dallas, Nice, and back to Baton Rouge again. Each 

event has an accompanying liturgy: sorting out de-

tails and motives, naming victims and perpetrators, 

then trying to find answers and explanations and 

(often) assigning blame. Each week, as I prepare to 

preach, I pray and wonder if the message that be-

gins forming on Monday might need to be “pre-

empted” by some form of pain or suffering that 

arrives by week’s end. 

In the midst of it all, our community gathers 

Sunday after Sunday, enacting the very particular 

liturgy that shapes our life together: We gather in 

the promise of God’s presence and grace, we en-

counter God’s Word read and proclaimed, we re-

ceive nourishment at the Lord’s Table, and then we 

are sent out in peace, to “proclaim the good 

news.” We carry this liturgy in our hearts and bod-

ies as we go out  into the world. It roots us and 

forms us as we wrestle with each tragedy and eve-

ry form of suffering.  

Our summer liturgy has included an extended 

prayer just before Communion. We call this a 

“Eucharistic Prayer,” from the Greek word that 

means “to give thanks” (eucharisteo).  And that is 

what we do: We give thanks for God’s gift of life in 

creation and throughout the history of God’s peo-

ple. We give thanks for Jesus, “our brother,” who 

came among us and give us life, and who “in the 

night he was betrayed” gave us bread and wine as  

tangible gifts of his own presence and the life, for-

giveness, and salvation we receive through him. 

Finally, we pray for the blessing of God’s Holy Spirit 

in this meal and in our community, where we pray, 

"O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope."  

It's my favorite line the prayer, even though 

these words nearly bring me to tears each time I 

speak them. I think we’re all deeply hungry for 

hope these days, when it seems like the universe is 

conspiring to make us feel more fearful, more an-

gry, more divided, and more hopeless.  

Yet, here we are, persisting in prayer, praying 

for God to transform us with hope. Praying that 

God will give us a heart of courage, instead of the 

fear that urges us to turn “the other” into an ene-

my. Praying for God to give us a heart of love, in-

stead of the hatred that perpetuates cycles of vio-

lence. Praying for the gift of faith,  instead of the 

helpless resignation that everything is falling apart.  

When everything around us seems strange and 

difficult, our hope comes from God. Through Jesus 

Christ he promises to give us his own abundant life, 

a life of strength, healing, and reconciliation that 

embraces the whole world.  This life is seldom easy. 

Yet, trusting that “he who has promised is faith-

ful,” we lift up our voices to give thanks.   

And we pray: Transform us with hope, Lord.  

Transform us with hope. Amen. 

   Grace and peace, 

   Pastor Andrea 
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ZLCW News 
Circles will not meet in August. 

Church Cleaning Day is Saturday, August 13.  

Please mark your calendars.  We will meet  at 

9:00 to clean the kitchen and nursery.  Rolls 

and coffee will be provided.   We hope to see 

you there. 

Our Fall event is the Tour of Tables scheduled for October 22nd. 

Save the date.  The musical group we have lined up for entertain-

ment is a must see! Tickets will be on sale in the next couple of 

months.  More details to come soon!  

Circle meetings will resume in September. 

August 16: 

ZLCW Board Meeting   6:30 pm 
 

August 23: 

Bible Study for Leaders  6:30 pm 

Zion Lutheran Church Women 

Thank you to our   
Action Team 4 Leader  

for assembling the July worship 
teams! 

Deb Richmond-Johnson! 

 

 

Team 5 

   For August 

Leaders: 
Todd & Becky Sittig 

Team Members: 

JoAnn Allen 

Harold & Dorothy Barnick 

Ann Blasing 

Jean Childs 

Larry Elg 

Andrea Fjeldberg 

Pat & Susan Gengler 

Gary & Kristi Grindstaff 

Jerome & Marsha Hawker 

Dennis & Patti Hylen 

Joyce Johnson 

Christopher & Michele Kennedy 

Shannon Magers 

Sandra Meixell 

Walt & Lorraine Miller 

Derek & Emily Olson 

Doris Preston 

Gary & Diane Sandstrom 

Randy & Kristy Schultz 

Kevin & Jill Sorenson 

Brett & Kelly Strenge 

Mike & Heidi Thompson 

Jay & Sheryl Utter 

Dorothy Yarger 

Tony & Heather Ziegler 
August Caring Coins 

The Social Ministry Team has designated August’s Caring Coins 

for Crossroads Campus Ministry.  Every week during the aca-

demic  year, Crossroads offers worship, Lunch for a Buck, Bible 

studies, book studies and other group meetings.  They also so-

cialize together, serve the community in a variety of ways and 

hold occasional special events.  You can learn more about 

Crossroads by visiting https://crossroadsatmnsu.org 
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A Word from the President 
Summer Time Blues 

 

The summer months at Zion over the years fre-
quently are a time when our Treasurer, Jim Halvor-
son, struggles to pay bills. Jim has become creative 
and uses his skills in that department to get our 
obligations covered. He has had to dip into our 
“line of credit” again this past month to make 
ends meet. We have not had enough contributions 
in our general budget to cover our expenses. It is 
frustrating to see this situation continue and I 
want to inform everyone about this. 
 

I feel strongly that we spend your money responsi-
bly. I would hope that all of our members of Zion 
feel the same way. Our expenses do add up when 
we are operating a facility such as Zion.  

 

The Finance Ministry Team is in the process of or-
ganizing a stewardship drive for the General Fund. 
The bulk of this fund drive will be taking place dur-
ing the months of September and October and 
then will be wrapped up in the month of Novem-
ber. I would hope to see an improvement in our 
overall giving. We have not had a stewardship 
drive for our General Fund for many years. Our SE 
MN Synod is helping us organize this program. 
 

In the meantime, we need to take care of the fi-
nancial needs we currently are facing. I am asking 
for all of Zion’s members to consider “stepping up 
to the plate” and increasing your weekly, monthly 
or annual contributions at this time to help allevi-
ate our current situation. 
 

I do not enjoy talking about this, but I feel it is im-
portant for all of you to know what is happening in 
regards to Zion’s financial situation. The “summer 
time blues” can turn green with everyone’s help!  
 

May God’s peace be with you all. 
 

Rod Isebrand, President 
Zion Lutheran Church 

 

 

 

July 

none 

Singing Your  

Favorite Hymns 

This summer’s worship will include many of the 

“favorite hymns” that you nominated in May. 

Thank you to everyone who participated! 

Here are the favorites we’ll be singing this month: 

August 7:   Blessed Assurance 

August 14 :  My Faith Looks Up to Thee 

August 21:   Amazing Grace 

August 28:   Children of the Heavenly Father 

Here is a summary of the “Top Twenty” Zion Fa-

vorites selected by the congregations, most of 

which were included in our 

summer worship services: 

 Borning Cry  

 How Great Thou Art 

 Precious Lord, Take My Hand 

 Shall We Gather at the River 

 Amazing Grace 

 Blessed Assurance 

 Great is Thy Faithfulness 

 Here I am, Lord 

 I Love to Tell the Story 

 On Eagles Wings 

 Soon and Very Soon 

 Children of the Heavenly Father 

 Day by Day 

 I'm So Glad Jesus Lifted Me 

 My Faith Looks up to Thee 

 Rock of Ages 

 Shine Jesus, Shine 

 Softly & Tenderly, Jesus is Calling 

 We are Marching in the Light of God 

 Abide with Me 
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Weekly Bible Study:  Lectio Divina 

No Experience Required! 

Thank you to everyone who attended one of our 

Summer Bible Study sessions in June or July! It was 

a delight to hear comments like, “I thought I knew 

this story, but I never noticed that before!” and “It’s 

so helpful to read a passage several times, and really 

sink into it.”  

Weekly Bible Study will take a break during Au-

gust, and will resume on September 12. We will 

continue meeting on Mondays at 11:00 a.m.  

If you’re interested in attending a weekly study 

focused on the Sunday texts, but this day or time 

doesn’t work for you, please contact Pastor An-

drea to discuss other options. Thanks! 

Introducing Our New Sunday 

School Leader! 

Chelsea Copeland will be the new Sunday School 

co-superintendent, along with Jamie Christianson.  

Chelsea grew up in Lake Crystal.  She has been a 

teacher for the past six years.  Her husband (Ben) 

and Chelsea really wanted to find a church they 

could call home.  She wanted to become more in-

volved and thought teaching Sunday School would 

be a great way to start.   She has also started sing-

ing in the church choir.  Chelsea and Ben have one 

son who is a year and a half old. 

Thanks, Chelsea for taking on this important role!  

Owen and Nicholai 

Owen, Nicholai, Jacob, Lauren, Adeline & Sarah.   

Kendall & Abby  

 

Lukas  and Ryder  

Thanks for Sending Us To Camp! 
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The Quilters Mission Circle  
This group is still looking for more quilters to 

join them on Tuesday mornings.    If you can tie 

a knot, we can use you!  Quilts are given to 

graduates as well as sent to foreign countries 

where the need is great.   

This is a great opportunity to socialize, have fun 

and give back to those in need.  If you are avail-

able on Tuesday mornings from 8:30 —10:30 

am  or any time in between, please join us. 

Sharing Shelf 
Each month a volunteer from Zion delivers this 

food offering to the First Baptist Church.  

Thanks Marsha Larson for serving in July.  The 

August volunteer is Barb McDonald. 

Needs for August include:  graham crackers, 

saltine crackers, canned chicken, vegetable oil, 

toilet paper and apple sauce.   

The Sharing Shelf is located at the First  Baptist 

Church, 312 South Oakland Street.  Hours are 

Wednesday evening from 6 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

 

Newsletter Due Date 
The September newsletter due date is August 

23 at noon.  However, feel free to turn in your 

information any time prior to that deadline!   

Ministry Teams, we would love to hear from 

you’re working on.  Thanks! 

Spirit Ride Motorcycle Retreat 
August 18-22 

Do you enjoy riding motorcycle through the beauti-
ful scenic country side?  This is the long weekend 
you’ve been waiting for.  Mike & Jeanette Jacobson 
will lead tours of the North Shore area each day and 
evenings will be spent in the comforts of the Camp 
House.    Here is a great opportunity for relaxing 
weekend and enjoyable rides through some of God’s 
beautiful creation.   
Spirit Ride is open to individuals, couples and 
groups.  Choose from 2, 3, or 4 night options.  Costs 
are :  4 nights:  $190; 3 nights: $145; and 2 nights: 
$100.  Register online at www.gllm.org! 
 

Senior Citizens Day 
September 27-30  

at St. Andrew Village 
Spend time at beautiful Shores of St. Andrew Bible 
Camp enjoying worship, Bible study, pontoon rides, 
day trips and fellowship.  This event is geared for 
mobile adults over 50.  Plan to arrive Tuesday after-
noon and depart Friday at 11:00 a.m.   Cost $150. Reg-
ister online at www.gllm.org 
 

Fall Elementary Retreat 
October 21-23 

Green Lake Bible Camp 
 
Games, songs, campfires in the cool crisp air of fall.  
Join us as we gather together as a community of 
Christ to explore His word.  Some of those wonder-
ful camp counselors will be back to lead us in our 
activities.  Invite your friends and save the date.  You 
won’t want to miss this great weekend at camp! 
Cost:  $99.  Register online at www.gllm.org! 

 

In Case of Emergency 
Life events such as illness, 

accidents, or death don’t happen 

on a schedule.  If you (or a family 

member)  face an emergency and are in need of 

pastoral care, please contact Pastor Andrea on 

her cell phone:  507-402-1114.  This number is 

also included in the church office’s voicemail 

greeting.  Please note that we do not check the 

office voicemail outside of regular hours, so any 

message left after 3:30 pm (Monday-Thursday), 

or on Friday may not be picked up until the next 

regular office day. 
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 BIBLE QUIZ: 

Under what circumstances did strongman Samson become weak?  

 

A. When a curse was spoken against him  

B. When he slacked off on his weight-lifting  

exercises  

C. When his hair was cut  

D. When he was bound with ropes that had  

never been used  
Answer on Page 10 
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2016 Summer Mission Trip 

THANK YOU! 

During their recent Summer Mission Trip, Zion’s 

youth were able to: 

 Grow in their relationships with one another 

and with other youth from Iowa and  

Nebraska; 

 Contribute in meaningful ways to the work of 

4 service agencies in the Twin Cities  

 metropolitan area; 

 Grow in understanding the complex issues be-

hind poverty and homelessness; 

 Be inspired by how ministries like Food 

Shelves impact the lives of real people; 

 Experience the joy of serving with volunteers 

who share a sense of purpose; 

 Recognize the value of greeting clients with 

kindness, a smile, and respect for their  

personal dignity; 

 Learn practical ways that our congregation 

and community can improve the ability of  

Food Shelves to meet the needs of those who 

use them; 

 Have fun while living out our theme, “God’s 

love empowers us to serve.” 

Thank  you for your support and prayers for this 

group during their trip! Thank you also for your 

financial gifts to the Youth Fund, Lenten Meal 

offerings, and participation in the Burger Basket 

Night at The Lakes! Your support has made a 

difference in the lives of these Zion youth, and 

those they worked with during the Mission Trip! 

(top): Helping Anna with the Hosta garden that fills her yard 

(middle): Sorting used clothing donations for Arc Value Village 

(bottom): Enjoying an evening walk at Lake Calhoun 
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  Attendance Communion 

June 2015 2016 2015 2016 

Week 1 97 109 87 87 

Week 2 92 112     

Week 3 79 104 69 96 

Week 4 97 79     

Week 5       

Report for: June 2016   

Income June 2016 YTD June 2015 Change (+/-)         
Offerings 11,277.83 75,634.38 14,517.00 (3,239.17) A summary of income 

for all sources, and any 
change from the previ-
ous year. 

  

Non-Benevolence 1,665.00 10,885.00 1,525.00 140.00    

Building Fund 3,713.00 21,368.80 3,520.00 193.00    

Memorial Fund 10.00 280.00 0.00 10.00    

Special Projects 0.00 3,018.64 420.77 (420.77)   

Scholarship Fund 0.00 3,770.00 0.00 0.00    

Total 16,665.83 114,956.82 19,982.77 (3,316.94)   

         

Ministry Expenses June 2016 Mo.Budget 
Variance 

(+/1) YTD 
YTD  

Budget 
Variance  

(+/-)     

Salaries and Related Costs 9,525.27 10,709.33 (1,184.06) 57,569.47 64,255.98 (6,686.51) 
"How do our 
ministry ex-
penses 
compare to 
what we 
planned for 
in the budg-
et?"  

Utilities, Maintenance, Oth-

er 2,415.46 2,641.66 (226.20) 14,983.20 15,849.98 (866.78) 

Education, Mission, Relat-

ed Costs 824.78 1,150.00 (325.22) 4,496.85 6,900.00 (2,403.15) 

Supplies 1,553.35 1,245.84 307.51  7,744.94 7,475.02 269.92  

Synod Mission Support 0.00 1,042.50 (1,042.50) 4,601.95 6,255.00 (1,653.05) 

Total 14,318.86 16,789.33 (2,470.47) 89,396.41 100,735.98 (11,339.57) 

       

Budget Cashflow  June 2016 YTD             

Income available  12,942.83 86,519.38 (General Offerings & Non-Benevolence)    

Ministry Expenses 14,318.86 89,396.41 
"What is our net cashflow for the year for our ministry 
expenses?"    

Net (+/-) -1,376.03 -2,877.03   

         

Building Fund June 2016 YTD             

Income 3,713.00 

            

21,368.80  
"What is our net cashflow for the year for the Building 
Fund?"    

Payments (3,891.00) 

           

(25,916.10)   

Interest 1.92 12.87   

Current Balance 10,118.71        

         

Balances June 2016               

General Checking 1,498.46   

    

  

Memorial Fund 6,025.14         

Non-Benevolence 311.36   

    

  

Special Projects 770.99         

Choir 330.51         

Scholarship 5,418.12         

Line of Credit 9,100.00         

Mortgage Principal 

(Thrivent) 494,058.51         
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Bible Quiz Answer: 

Answer C: (See Judges 16:17-19) 

Janette Abraham 

Milton Abraham 

Caden Albrecht 

John Anderson 

Tim Anderson 

Kendall Anderson 

Justin Anderson 

Jill Antony  

Ryder Antony 

Kent Beecher 

Ronnie Bergemann 

Ann Blasing 

Cally Burnett 

Jean Childs 

Jacob Cooper  

Rachel Ebargary 

Norma Ellanson 

Grace Fjeldberg 

Lauren Fleming 

Jennifer Fleming 

McKenzie Glaubitz 

Madison Graham 

Carson Greenough 

Dawn Hartman 

Rodney Isebrand 

Herb Kraus 

Nikki Lowis 

Judy Marshall 

Courtney McDonald 

Sheldon Meyer 

Donna Mikkelson 

Grant Mueller 

Danielle Mueller 

Austin Nickels 

Whitney Nickels 

Christina Olson 

Tim Olson 

Kianna Peterson 

James Pockrandt 

Cheryl Sandstrom 

Christy Sandstrom-

Hoeft 

Nick Saucier 

Dustin Schultz 

Shannon Sorenson 

Rob Jay Spencer 

Scott Spencer 

Alisha Thorson-Jordan 

Bill VanRyswyk 

Jacob VanRyswyk 

Mary Ward 

 

Happy birthday to the following Zion members  

celebrating their August birthdays! 

Milton & Jocelyn Abraham 

Michael & Sally Bottin 

David & Kay Carlson 

Matt & Jamie Christianson 

Marvin (Lewie) & Barb Fleming 

David & Amanda Gilman 

Jim & Darlene Halvorson 

Rodney & Linda Isebrand 

Tony & Laurie Jacobs 

Fred & Diana Lantz 

Matt & Cheryl Lantz 

Scott & Sara Larson 

Walton & Lorraine Miller 

Ronald & Andrea Myers 

John & Gail Peterson 

Joshua & Holly Peterson 

Todd & Rebecca Sittig 

Jay & Dorene Spencer 

Mike & Amanda Storlien 

Andrew & Elisabeth Teigen 

Robert & Joyce Vee 

Lawrence & Darlene Ziedler 

 

 

 

 

 

If for some reason you are celebrating an anniver-

sary or birthday and do not see your name on 

these lists, please provide the information to 

Mary Gilman know in the Office.  

Happy anniversary to the following Zion members  

celebrating their August anniversaries! 
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Witnessing Christ Among Us 

By Rev. Pete Reuss, Director for Evangelical 

Mission & Assistant to the Bishop 

     Pastor Marsha, near the end of an adult forum, 

walked to the window. She turned to the room. 

“Scripture is clear. God has called us out of these 

doors to be in the world. Look out there at the 

woman pushing a stroller down the sidewalk. 

How can we respond?” 

     Richard chimed in first. “I see a woman who 

needs to hear about Jesus. I want to get out 

there and tell her my faith story so she can be-

lieve.”’ 

     Mary replied, “From the age of that stroller I 

suspect this woman needs some financial help. 

She needs to know that we have a food pantry 

here that can help feed her and her family.” 

     Ron piped up, “This church really needs young 

families with kids. Maybe I can go convince her to 

come to worship sometime! Wouldn’t it be great 

to have a baby crying in church or another kid in 

Sunday School?” 

     Sarah looked thoughtful. “I see a child of God. 

I want to know her name. I want to hear her sto-

ry. She looks like a neat person.” 

     Bishop Delzer has clearly articulated his desire 

for congregations to move outside their walls to 

engage in the community around them. Richard, 

Mary, Ron, and Sarah provide different mindsets 

that exist as people venture out. 

     Richard and Mary fit into an old concept of 

how the church has interacted with the world. 

The assumption is that the people in the church 

have something that people in the world need. 

Richard thought, “I have Jesus, let me bring Je-

sus to her,” without knowing a thing about her or 

the ways that God had already worked in her life. 

Mary thought, “I have money, let me help her 

with food” without having a clue as to whether 

the woman with the stroller wanted or needed 

financial assistance. Without realizing it, both 

Richard and Mary’s ways of interacting assume 

an ‘us’ and ‘them’ perspective. ‘We’ have some-

thing ‘they’ need. It does not allow for equality in 

the relationship. ‘We’ will always be the patrons; 

‘they’ will receive what we have to offer. It’s a 

way for ‘us’ to feel good about doing things for 

other people without ever having to get too 

close to them. 

     Ron fell into a trap of desperation. While Rich-

ard and Mary focused on the woman’s perceived 

needs, Ron focused on the needs of the congre-

gation. He had little concern for the woman, her 

story, her wants, or her desires. People ‘like her’ 

were needed to keep attendance up and finances 

stable. The church wouldn’t survive without ‘new 

people.’  She became a means to an end. 

     Only Sarah looked out the window and saw an 

actual woman, a person with a real life and a his-

tory, a person with real joys and sorrows, a per-

son with real gifts and real needs. She saw a child 

of God worthy of a relationship. Sarah didn’t have 

an agenda. For her, loving her neighbor meant 

walking alongside her neighbor and knowing her 

neighbor. 

     How can we truly get to know our neighbors, 

not as objects for us to do something to, not as 

people who will ‘save our church,’ but truly as 

Christ among us? 
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211 E Robinson St. 
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Fax:  507-726-2119 

 

zioninfo@zionluthlakecrystal.org 

pastor@zionluthlakecrystal.org 
zionluthlakecrystal.org 

 

Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday  

8:00 a.m.–3:30 p.m.   

The office is closed on Friday. 

Zion Lutheran Church 

211 East Robinson Street 

Lake Crystal, MN 56055 

 

Pastor 

Rev. Andrea Myers 

Office Manager 

Mary Gilman 

Choir Director 

Linda Isebrand 
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Bob and Barb McDonald 

Our Mission Statement 

 

 

“To Make Jesus Known to All 

in Our Words and Actions.”  
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