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Ash Wednesday: March 1  

6:45 Holy Communion and Imposition of Ashes  

Mid-Week Worship and Fellowship:  

March 8-April 5 

5:30 Supper 

6:45 Holden Evening Prayer 

Holy Week: April 9-15 

Easter Sunday: April 16 

More information about worship in Lent will be 

published in the March newsletter.  

 Lent begins on March 1, 2017, and our midweek theme is 

“With Awe and Love: A Study of Luther’s Small Catechism.”  

Studying the Small Catechism offers a way of growing  

closer to God by thinking on God’s word and the basics of our 

faith. Families are invited to deepen their engagement with 

our theme by using the Free Indeed Lenten daily devotional 

together at home (available in the Narthex). 

Join us each Wednesday in Lent for supper at 5:30 p.m.  

A free will offering will be taken at the meal, in support of var-

ious Zion ministries.  Our Holden Even Prayer Service follows 

at 6:45 p.m. 

 

Date          Supper Menu               Worship Focus 

March 1                    Zion Youth:  Spaghetti Supper                      Ash Wednesday 

                               (for 2017 Summer Mission Trip to St. Louis) 

March 8             Council:  Sloppy Joes               Ten Commandments 

                               (for General Fund) 

March 15                                ZLCW:  Casseroles                            Creed 

                                        (for Camp Scholarships)  

March 22                                   Choir:  Soups               Lord’s Prayer

                                                       (for General Fund) 

March 29                    Youth:  Baked Potato Bar                Baptism 

                               (for General Fund) 

April 5                         Zion Men:  Burgers & Brats                    Holy Communion 

                          (for Camp Scholarships)  

Lent at Zion 2017 
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ - 

In January I went to a continuing education event 

focused on youth ministry, where I attended a vari-

ety of workshops about “best practices” for youth 

ministry.  

One of the workshops focused on The Confirmation 

Project, a multi-denominational research study of 

the impact of confirmation in forming the faith of 

our young people. One of the key research find-

ings is that participating in confirmation alone has 

little, if any, measurable impact on forming faith 

in young people.   

Uff-da! As someone who loves working with confir-

mation-age students, that was depressing news to 

hear!! Yet, the study also offers good news.  When 

confirmation is combined with other factors like 

participating in worship, attending camp, or form-

ing relationships in a congregational community, it 

can have a positive impact in forming faith in stu-

dents.  

Yet, the research shows that there is one factor 

which outweighs ANY other in terms of having a 

clear and measurable impact on a student’s overall 

Christian faith in terms of believing, behaving and 

belonging. This is the student’s experience of faith 

in the home, including prayer and scripture read-

ing, a commitment to serving others, and inten-

tional conversations that connect faith in God with 

daily life.  

Though Martin Luther didn’t have access to this 

21st century research, he already understood the 

important role parents play in raising children in 

the faith. He wrote the Small Catechism with 

“heads of household” in mind, so that they could 

teach their children (and servants) the heart of 

Christian belief through the Lord’s Prayer, 

Apostles’ Creed, Ten Commandments, and the sac-

raments of Baptism and Holy Communion.  

Luther’s Small Catechism will be the focus for our 

mid-week Lenten worship this year. As a family of 

God, gathered as a congregation, we have the op-

portunity to grow closer to God by thinking on 

God’s word and the basics of our faith.  

In light of the Confirmation Project findings, I also 

encourage you to consider what “faith in the 

home” currently looks like for you and your family. 

This season of Lent could offer an opportunity to 

try something new. Here are a few ideas:  

 Is Prayer a part of daily life? Meals and bedtime 

are a good place to start with simple prayer 

practices. We can also pray whenever we’re 

concerned for others, such as praying together 

in the car when you pass an accident, hear a 

siren, or stop for a funeral procession. Or, say 

the Lord’s Prayer together before everyone 

heads off to work or school. 

 Do we read the scriptures together at home? 

There are many options for daily devotionals 

and Bible reading plans. One is the Christ in our 

Home booklets you can pick up in the Narthex. 

Or, check out online options like d365.org or 

www.luthersem.edu/godpause.  

 Do we notice and wonder about God’s activity 

in the world? When faced with a decision, con-

sider together what God might want you to do. 

Wrestle honestly with trust in God during diffi-

cult times. Remind one another of God’s love 

for us and our neighbors. Share “God Sight-

ings” (where you’ve seen God at work in other 

people or in creation).  

Intentionally practicing faith at home (whatever 

“home” or “family” might look like) is a reminder 

that God’s grace isn’t just for Sundays, or for the 

church building. It builds a foundation for our 

whole lives.  

  Grace and peace, 

  Pastor Andrea Myers 

P.S. Do you own a copy of the Small Catechism? I 

encourage you to pull it off the shelf and take a 

look. You can also download the free Luther’s 

Small Catechism App for iPhone and Android (by 

Augsburg Fortress Publishing House).   
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March 1: 

Ruth Circle         6:30 p.m. 

Miriam Circle    7:40 p.m. 

Hostess:  Darlene Halvorson 

Bible Study:  Karen Granger 

Rebecca Circle    7:40 p.m. 

Hostess: Mary Hutchens 

Bible Study: Karen  Meyers 

March 2: 

Martha Circle    2:00 p.m. 

Hostess:  Fran Jurs (at Crystal Seasons) 

Bible Study:  none listed 

March21: 

ZLCW Board Meeting   6:30 p.m. 

March 28: 

Bible Study for Leaders   6:30 p.m. 

Zion Lutheran Church Women 

      We’d like to offer a belated “Thank You” to everyone involved in decorating the church for Advent 

and Christmas, as well as to those who helped take things down and put them away.  Your efforts are 

greatly appreciated.  Special thanks to Tracy Nickels for her leadership! 

      The ZLCW will be serving the Lenten supper on March 15, with a menu of casseroles, salads, cakes and  

beverages.  Workers are also needed.  All proceeds from the supper will go toward camp scholarships. 

The ZLCW continues to collect used cards for St. Jude’s Ranch for Children.  SJRC recycles these to create 

new cards that support their programs for homeless and abused children.  Any cards (holiday, birthday, 

sympathy, get-well, thank you, etc.) can be placed in the box in the Narthex.  Please note that the entire 

card must be donated due to copyright restrictions with some brands.  Box Tops for Education are also 

welcome.  In 2016, the ZLCW began to collect used stamps for the American Legion Auxiliary.   These can 

also be placed in the box; there is no need to trim them. 

       The Council has given permission for the ZLCW to dispose of the church dishes.  It was decided that 

we would give the first option to members of the congregation.  These will be offered for a low price or 

free will offering.  If you are interested in having any, please leave your name in the church office.  The 

dishes will be available in April, with any that are not taken by members of the congregation sold at the 

May garage sale. 

       A minimal number of dishes may be retained at the church.  Pieces from the older green-trimmed 

dishes include dinner plates (97), small plates (70) and cups (60).  Pieces from the new salmon- trimmed 

set include dinner plates (116), small saucers (105), small bowls (44), coffee cups (100) serving platters 

(12) and serving bowls (3). 

Looking ahead: 

       If one or more of your children is planning to attend Bible Camp at Green Lake or Good Earth Village, 

the deadline to apply for a scholarship to offset the cost of camp is April 16.  Zion’s Week at Camp at 

GLLM has been set for July 16-21, with July 19-21 as the Half Blast.  Please note that the children/youth 

may attend at other times if they wish. 

       The spring garage sale will be held in May, so start setting items aside for donations!  Watch for more  

information in the future editions of the newsletter. 
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Each week, children will be giv-

en a bible verse to memorize. 

Please help your child work on 

this during the week. Many of 

these verses will be with them 

for their entire life!   

March  

5 Regular Class 

Bible Verse:  “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today 

and forever.”  Hebrews 13:8 

12 Regular Class -Kids Sing “He’ll be Coming Down From 

Heaven” 

Bible Verse:  “In the beginning, God created the heavens 

and the earth.  The earth was without form, and void; and 

darkness was on the face of the deep.  And the Spirit of 

God was hovering over the face of the waters.”   

Genesis 1:1-2 

19 Spring Break—NO CLASS 

26 Regular Class 

Bible Verse:  “The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord 

make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 

the Lord lifts up His countenance upon  you, and give you 

peace.” Numbers 6:24-26 

April 

2 Regular Class 

Bible Verse:  “Now set your heart and your soul to seek the 

Lord your God.”  1 Chronicles 22:19 

9 Regular Class -Kids play bells “Were you There When 

They Crucified My Lord.” 
Bible Verse:  “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean 

not on your own understanding; in all your ways 

acknowledge Him, and He will direct your paths.”   

Proverbs 3:5, 6 

16 Easter Sunday—NO CLASS 

23 Regular Class 

Bible Verse:  “I will not forget you.  I have inscribed you on 

the palms of My hands.”  Isaiah 55:8, 9 

30 Regular Class 

Bible Verse:   “Therefore do not worry about tomorrow,  for 

tomorrow will worry about itself.  Each day has enough trou-

bles of its own.”  Matthew 6:34 

Please note starting April 30, verses are all pushed up one 

week from the original schedule. 

Zion Sunday School News 

 

     

Children’s Book Fair coming March 12 and 19 

Do you want to help your kids explore the  Easter story? Are you looking for Easter Basket gifts that 
will help your grandchildren learn about God and grow in faith? Visit our Spring Book Fair to shop for 
engaging story books, board books and DVDs for young children (ages 0-13)!  Save up to 50% plus re-
ceive free shipping on all Book Fair titles. Simply stop by the Narthex on March 12 and 26 from 8:30-
10:30 to view samples and place an order for your family. Books should arrive in time for Easter. 

Our Bookstore is brought to you by the Youth Ministry Team and sponsored by Augsburg Fortress, 
the publishing ministry of the ELCA.  Sample resources will include titles like Journey to Easter: A Play 
and Learn Book, Maybe God is Like that Too, and The Life of Martin Luther:  A Pop-Up Book. 
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Joshua Barnard 

Samuel Bartelt 

Hank Beinke 

Sharon Blekestad 

Sally Bottin 

Alexis Cloyd 

Gina Cooper 

Gabriella Dehn 

Carol Dunker 

Greg Dunker 

Colleen Dunker 

Lori Ebargary 

Edward Erickson 

Robert Feder 

Barbara Fleming 

Mark Friday 

Livia Friedrichs 

Susan Gengler 

Clara Gilman 

Brogan Gilman 

Meghan Glaubitz 

Karen Granger 

Chelsie Grindstaff 

John Gustafson 

Evan Gustafson 

Jacob Hagge 

Darlene Halvorson 

David Hanson  

Mike Herbst 

Joyce Johnson 

Seth Johnson 

Fran Jurs 

Ashley Kennedy 

Val Laborde 

Diana Lantz 

Michael Maurer 

Cade Maurer 

Walton Miller 

Gregory Nelson 

Gail Peterson 

Leah Pockrandt 

Amanda Roesch 

Bailey Rustman 

Lilly Snow 

Cathy Sohre 

Melissa Sorenson 

Jay Spencer 

Karen Stoll 

Riley Stordahl 

Mike Storlien 

Braeden Strenge 

Boni Thompson 

Bruce Tibbetts 

Cody Tibbetts 

Harold Torgerson 

Scott Winters 

Darlene Zeidler 

 

Happy birthday to the  

following Zion  

members celebrating   

March  birthdays! 

Carol & Jeff Dunker 

Jackie & John Graham 

April Newsletter Deadline 
The April newsletter due date is March 23rd  

at noon. Please turn your information in by this dead-

line! Earlier is great!  Ministry Teams, we would love 

to hear what you are working on. 

 

Gustavus Adolphus College 
Building Bridges Conference—March 4, 2017 

Topic: Uprooting Injustice, fostering the growth of 

grassroots movements.  Student tickets are free or 

$10.oo with dinner.  Tickets can be ordered at  

gustavustickets.com or by calling 507-933-7590.  
 

Step Up—March 9, 2017 

A leadership development resource for high  school 

youth. Students will be introduced to college level 

concepts of leadership that will help them develop a 

stronger personal plan for continuing to grow as a 

leader.  For more information,  call 507-933-7001 or 

go to www.gustavus.edu/churchrelations/setup.  $40 

includes lunch and a t-shirt.  The event will run from 

9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.   

Thank you to our Action 
Team 2 Leaders:  
Mark & Judy Meyer and 
Greg & Janette Abraham  

for assembling the  

February worship  

schedules! 

Happy Anniversary to 

the following Zion  

members celebrating 

March anniversaries! 

Bible Quiz Answer:   

Answer:  A, B & D (See John 4:4-7ff) 
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Mission Trip Fundraising:  

Babysitting Night March 11 

Our Zion Youth will be  providing a night of babysit-

ting on Saturday, March 11 from 5:00 p.m.-9:30 p.m. 

Youth will provide a simple supper and activities at 

the church. Your free will donation will support the 

youth going to St. Louis on our summer mission 

trip. Families must sign up in advance on the youth 

bulletin board or call the church office by Monday 

morning, March 6.  

Thank you to everyone who supported our youth 

by attending Burger Basket night on February 6. 

We received a donation of $425 from The Lakes! 

Thank you also for attending the Pancake Breakfast 

on February 26.  

Donations to support the trip can be made at any 

time to the Youth Fund. Please mark your offering 

“St. Louis.” 

St. Louis Participant Meeting 

Our next Trip Meeting is on Sunday, March 5 after 

worship in the Youth Room. All trip participants are 

expected to attend. (You need to speak with Pastor 

Andrea if you’re going to miss it!) We’ll spend our 

time in teambuilding, devotions, and planning. See 

you there!  

Confirmation during Lent  

Mentor Time: During the mid-week Lenten services 

(March 8 to April 8), all confirmation students and 

mentors will worship together at 6:45 p.m.. After 

worship, they’ll meet together briefly for discussion 

and prayer.  

Lenten Supper: Confirmation students will serve a 

Baked Potato Bar at 5:30 p.m. on March 22. Pastor 

Andrea has emailed information to families about 

signing up to serve and donate ingredients. The 

offering will be designated to the Youth Fund to 

support future programming. 

2018 ELCA Youth Gathering 

Interest Meeting: May 21 

Every three years, 30,000 high school youth and 

their adult leaders from across the ELCA gather for 

a week of faith formation known as the ELCA Youth 

Gathering. The next Gathering will take place in 

Houston, Texas, June 27-July 1, 2018. Current 7th-

11th grade students will be eligible to attend.  

There will be an interest meeting on May 21 for stu-

dents and their parents. Please mark your calen-

dars and plan to attend!! 

http://elca.org/YouthGathering/About/Theme
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Caregiving?   
VINE Faith in Action Can Help 

  
The VINE Adult Day Respite Program aims to en-

hance quality of life for older adults who are lonely 

or isolated, or have a progressive illness such as de-

mentia or Parkinson’s disease. Caregivers benefit 

from a well-deserved break while their loved one 

enjoys the time socializing with peers under the 

watchful eye of licensed staff and caring volunteers. 

This affordable program can extend the length of 

independent community living and may postpone 

costly nursing facility care. Payment options include 

private pay, long term care Insurance, state waivers, 

and now Veteran’s Administration funding for eligi-

ble veterans. Open M-F, 8 AM -5 PM.  Call Mary 

Wichtendahl LSW @ 386-5577 for more information. 

    

Team 3 

March leaders  
Dave &  Kay Carlson: 

 

Team Members: 

Milt & Joycelyn Abraham 

Jason & Jill Antony 

Phil Bachman  

Paul Beinke 

Beth Dostal 

Nathaniel & Anna Feder 

Mark & Sandy Friday 

Karen Granger 

Andrey & Dawn Hartman 

Alexandria Hughes 

Arlen & Judy Karau 

Fred & Diana Lantz 

Daniel & Nikki Lowis 

Bob & Barb McDonald 

Greg Mikkelson 

Kelvin & Regina Olson 

Mari Kay Resner 

Renee Rollings 

Donald & Byrene Schmidt 

Lois & Dan Sohler 

Charles & Karen Stoll 

Patricia Thompson 

Steve & Susan Trnka 

Mary Williams 

Zion Brass 
Zion Brass is looking for new brass 

players (all ages, all skill levels) to 

play for Easter services.  Contact 

Sheldon Meyer (327-0060) or e-

mail Sheldon.holly84@gmail.com.  

Share your musical gift with others! 

Easter Lilies 

Zion is taking donations for Easter Lilies.  If you 

would like to donate to this good cause, please 

write a check to Zion and in the memo bar write 

“Easter Lilies”.  Thank you! 

Save The Dates 
The annual Spring Luncheon, sponsored by Luther 

Memorial Home Auxiliary, will be held from 11:00 - 

1:00 on Tuesday, April 11, at Trinity Lutheran 

Church in Madelia. The menu includes a variety of 

salads, beverages and cupcakes. Cost is $6.00. 

Take-out orders or in-town delivery (Madelia) are 

available by calling Trinity at 507-642-8301 from 

10:30-12:30. Raffle tickets, to win one of the bas-

kets donated by the member congregations or the 

LMH Auxiliary, are available for $1.00 at the door, 

at circle meetings or by contacting one of ZLCW’s 

LMH Representatives (Janette Abraham, Linda Ise-

brand or Joyce Johnson).   

A sign-up sheet for salads and cupcakes will be 

posted in the Narthex in April. Please support this 

important fundraiser for Luther Memorial Home!     

 

NEW Easter Worship Schedule 

The Church Council recently approved an adjusted 

schedule for our worship services on Easter Sun-

day. Please take note of the schedule and plan to 

join us for one of our worship services on  

Sunday, April 16:  

Worship at 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.        

Easter Brunch served 9:00-9:45 am. 
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New Member Sunday:  

March 26 
We will be welcoming new members into the 

congregation this month. If you are looking 

for a church home and want to learn more 

about Zion, please contact Pastor Andrea! 

Food for Friends 
Our congregation will be serving Food for Friends on 

Saturday, March 18, 2017.  Donations of cookies and 

bars need to be at the church by 9:00 a.m. If you are 

able to help serve, be at the Salvation Army at 11:00 

a.m. There are sign-up sheets located in the Narthex.  

Monetary gifts are greatly appreciated as this helps 

to defray our costs for purchasing the meal.  Please 

write your check to Zion and put ”Food for Friends” 

on your memo line.  We are also collecting small per-

sonal items to hand out to our guests.  If you have 

any small shampoo, conditioner, soap or small 

“freebie” items from hotels, used books (children’s 

books are great!) or magazines,  please deposit 

them in the collection box in the Narthex.  Thank 

you!  The Social Ministry Team 

 

Minnesota Food Shelf 
During March, we are joining with others across the 

state to help alleviate hunger.  Minnesota Food  

Share’s March Campaign is the largest food drive in 

the state. Congregations like ours are the heart of  

the campaign.  In 2016, the campaign raised millions 

of pounds and many dollars for Minnesota’s food 

shelves. Food donations are greatly appreciated.  

Food shelves are  in need of personal hygiene, clean-

ing and paper products.  Cash donations allow for 

flexibility to acquire perishable items.  For every 

$1.00 donated, the food shelf can buy $9.00 of non-

perishable food items. Remember the hungry during 

the March Campaign.  We will be collecting food and 

cash donations throughout March.  There are enve-

lopes available in the Narthex for cash donations 

that can be put into the Offering Plate and all food 

donations can be dropped off in the red wagon in 

the Narthex. 

 

Sharing Shelf 
Each month a volunteer from Zion delivers this  

food offering to the First Baptist Church.  Thanks  

to Patty Thompson for serving in February.  The  

March volunteer is Barb McDonald.  

Sharing Shelf needs for March include: flour,  

sugar, canned fruit, instant oatmeal, oats,  

Mac-n-cheese, tomatoes and toilet tissue. 

The Sharing Shelf is located at the First  Baptist 

Church, 312 South Oakland Street.  Hours are 

Wednesday evening from 6:00 p.m.  - 6:30 p.m.  

appointment. 

Caring Coins 
Caring Coins for the month of March will be do-

nated to ECHO Food Shelf.  We will be collect-

ing on March 12.  Checks can be made payable 

to Zion and marked “ECHO”. Thank you for all 

of your support for our Caring Coins Ministry. 

Thank you to everyone who donated to Caring 

Coins in February.  A total of $237.91 was re-

ceived for Wellcome Manor Family Services.  

Your generosity to help support mothers and 

young children is greatly appreciated. 

 

Zion Military Honor  

    Board  Donated 
 

This board created and donated by Caleb 

Brocker,  will be located next to the new mem-

ber photographs and Sharing Shelf wagon.  The 

purpose is to display active duty  military 

personnel, their branch of military, mailing 

addresses and how they are related to the 

congregation.  You can pray for them and 

honor them as well as send them care 

packages or write them letters.  These little 

things mean so much.  Please contact Caleb 

Brocker at 507-995-5983 with questions or to 

add someone to this board.   Thank you! 
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Zion students who attend Bible Camp this summer 

are eligible to receive a scholarship from the ZLCW. As 

part of Zion’s One in Christ Fall Stewardship Appeal, 

some of our regular offerings will supplement and ex-

pand this scholarship program to better serve our stu-

dents and families! 

To receive a scholarship, simply register for camp and 

then contact a member of the ZLCW board before 

April 16. Scholarships will be distributed on May 21, 

2017. 

Camp brochures are now available on the Narthex 

bulletin board! 

Green Lake Lutheran Ministries (GLLM) 

www.gllm.org 

320-796-2181  

Driving time: 2 hours (105 miles) 

2017 Summer Theme: “Faith: On Fire!” Throughout 

the week, campers will focus on the verse, “for by 

grace you have been saved through faith, and this is 

not your own doing; it is the gift of God” (Ephesians 

2:8) 

July 16-21 is “Zion Week” at Green Lake! Enjoy camp 

with your Zion friends and take advantage of the vari-

ous programs available that week!  

Creative Souls Craft Retreat 

St. Andrew Village, New London 

April 7—9, 2017 

Whatever your hobby may be, bring your supplies and 

join us for a great weekend of crafting at Green Lake 

Bible Camp.  Enjoy fellowship, setting and  Christian 

atmosphere in the company of other creative women.  

You will also have time for devotions, taking a walk, a 

massage, or even a nap.  This is a great oppor-

tunity for another/daughter/sister or girlfriend 

get-away.  Retreat begins at 7 pm and wraps 

up Sunday around noon.  Cost is $138 and in-

cludes meals, double occupancy lodging and 

programming. 

Women’s Retreat 

St. Andrew  Village, New London 

April 21—23, 2017 

Watch for more information. 

 

Good Earth Village (GEV) 

www.goodearthvillage.org 

(507) 346-2494   

Driving time: 2 hours 15 minutes (126 miles) 

2017 Summer Theme: “The Table is Set” GEV’s 

community is ready for rich conversation 

about dining with stranger or sinner, about 

the gifts we have to feed our communities, 

the Lord’s table and the abundance we re-

ceive. GEV offers a variety of exciting full-week 

and half-week programs to suit every family.  

 

Organics Recycling Program  
Diverts Waste from Landfills 

The Lake Crystal Organics Recycling Program 

reports over 900 pounds of compost has been 

diverted from the waste stream by participants 

within the first three months of implementa-

tion.  According to coordinator Sue Hytjan, 

"It's surprising how many items can be com-

posted. In addition to fruit and vegetables, the 

organics recycling program accepts egg cartons, 

pizza boxes, bones, paper rolls, coffee grains, 

and much more".   Join us for a presentation on 

Sunday, March 26 during coffee hour to learn 

more about this program! 
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A Word from the President 

A Bright Outlook for 2017 

I want to share with you some of the goals that 

have been set for Zion Lutheran Church this year. 

As a result of our “One in Christ” fund appeal last 

fall, we are starting some of the beginning steps in 

completing our Ministry Initiatives that were ap-

proved in our 2017 budget. 

Our Youth Ministry Team has  been given the “go 

ahead” to start identifying a job description for  the 

future employment of a part time youth coordina-

tor. Pastor Andrea will be included in this process, 

along with possibly some other members of our 

congregation. The hope is that we could possibly 

have this position filled by this coming fall. 

Our Building and Grounds Ministry Team has been 

given the responsibility of starting the process of 

getting bids to get some maintenance work done 

on the replacement of the fascia on the older part 

of the building. This fascia has been stained many 

times over the years and needs to be replaced with 

a maintenance free product. The Ministry Team is 

also getting bids on curb cuts and concrete work 

which will provide handicap accessibility on the 

eastern side of the church. Also brought to our at-

tention, is the sinking of one concrete slab on the 

ramp by the front doors on the south side by the 

main entrance. These projects will be getting done 

sometime this summer. 

Built into our budget also was the plan to start pay-

ing back the line of credit that Zion had to use in 

the last two years in order to meet our obligations. 

That amount is currently $9,100. Zion’s offerings for 

the months of December and January have been 

very good.  With the continuation of this trend, we 

should have no problem paying back a substantial 

portion of this loan during this calendar year. 

The Membership and Outreach Ministry Team will 

be looking at some ways of celebrating Zion’s 125th 

anniversary, along with celebrating the 500th anni-

versary of Reformation. 

These are just a few of the goals that have been 

set. Along with the rest of our continuing ministries 

here at Zion, I feel very good about this year.  All of 

our members can be proud of the help you are 

providing by your continued financial support. 

One in Christ, 

May God’s peace be with you all,  

 

Rod Isebrand, President  

Zion Lutheran Church 

 

This year Zion celebrates the 125th anniversary of  

its ministry. Do you want to learn more about Zi-

on’s history? Would you like to share your 

knowledge of the history of Zion?  Then join us for 

an informal interest meeting on Sunday, March 12 

after worship. The Church Council is working to or-

ganize a committee to plan and organize our cele-

bration. Your input and assistance are welcome! If 

you’re interested but cannot attend, please talk to 

Kristi Grindstaff or Steve Marshall. 

 

We Need Your Help! 

We are in need of individuals interested in helping 

with communion preparation (baking bread, filling 

the communion trays, and assisting during the ser-

vices behind the scenes)!  If you are interested, 

please contact Cindy Jacques at (507-327-0283). 

We also need projection help once or twice a 

month. Basic computer skills and a desire to help 

are all that you need.  If you are interested, please 

contact Pat Baskfield (507-327-5459).  Thanks! 
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BIBLE QUIZ 

In John 4, Jesus talks with a woman about living water. Where does that conversa-
tion take place?  
 
A. Sychar  
B. Samaria  
C. Galilee  
D. Jacob’s well  
 
Answer: See Page 5 
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  Attendance Communion 

January 2015 2016 2015 2016 

Week 1  105 50 87 44 

Week 2 152 95   

Week 3 165 127 69 116 

Week 4 160 120   

Week 5 N/A 138 N/A N/A 

  Annual Mtg 2016:  65 attended 

  Annual Mtg 2017:  52 attended 

Income January 2017 YTD Jan 2016 Change (+/-)           

Offerings 16,077.05 16,077.05 12,375.70 3,701.35  A summary of income 
for all sources, and any 
change from the previ-
ous year. 

   

Non-Benevolence 1,710.00 1,710.00 945.00 765.00     

Building Fund 3,132.15 3,132.15 2,443.00 689.15     

Memorial Fund 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00     

Special Projects 344.22 344.22 270.46 73.76     

Scholarship Fund 0.00 0.00 500.00 (500.00)    

Total 21,263.42 21,263.42 16,534.16 4,729.26     

          

Ministry Expenses January 2017 Monthly Budget Variance (+/1) YTD YTD Budget Variance (+/-)       

Salaries and Related Costs 8,491.93  8,491.93  8,491.93  8,491.93  
Ministry 
expenses 
vs 
planned 
budget?"  

Utilities, Maintenance, Other 838.98  838.98  838.98  838.98  

Education, Mission, Related 

Costs 219.86  219.86  219.86  219.86  

Supplies 1,962.91  1,962.91  1,962.91  1,962.91  

Synod Mission Support 0.00   0.00  0.00   0.00  

Total 11,513.68 0.00 11,513.68  11,513.68 0.00 11,513.68  

       

Budget Cash flow  January 2017 YTD               

Income available  17,787.05 17,787.05 (General Offerings & Non-Benevolence)     

Ministry Expenses 11,513.68 11,513.68 "What is our net cash flow for the year for our minis-
try expenses?"  

   

Net (+/-) 6,273.37 6,273.37    

          

Building Fund January 2017 YTD               

Income 3,132.15 

                   

3,132.15  
"What is our net cash flow for the year for the Build-
ing Fund?"     

Payments (3,891.00) 

                   

3,891.00     

Interest 2.06 2.06    

Current Balance 11,869.44         

          

Balances January 2017                 

General Checking 1,674.45   
    

   

Memorial Fund 6,042.24   
    

   

Non-Benevolence 1,909.80   
    

   

Special Projects 1,256.95   
    

   

Choir 28.84          

Scholarship 6,174.88          

Line of Credit 9,100.00          

Mortgage Principal (Thrivent) (480,173.22)         

January Financial Statement 
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Zion Lutheran Church 
“To Make Jesus Known to All in Our Words  

and Actions” 
Council Meeting Minutes 

January 18, 2017 
 
PRESENT:  Matt Christianson, Rod Isebrand, Linda 
Isebrand, Dave Hoffer, Sheldon Meyer, 
Mary Hutchens, Jim Halvorson, 
GUESTS:  Beth Paumen, Steve Marshall, Becky Sittig, 
Gary Sandstrom 
 
1.    Opening Devotions:  Rod opened with a reading 

and prayer. 
2.    Approve Agenda:  Add report from Sheldon; 

Motion to Approve:  Linda Isebrand; Motion Se-
conded:  Becky Sittig; Motion Passed 

3.   Thank-You Notes:  Donation thank you from Jens 
Nielsen, Operations Manager, Crossroads Lu-
theran Campus Ministry; thank you from Good 
Earth Village.  Rod thanked Team members who 
are ending their terms, Sheldon Meyer, Becky 
Sittig, Jim Halvorson, Mary Hutchens (to be re-
placed), Kathy Fleming. 

4.   Reports (Consent Agenda Format):  Motion to 
Approve: Linda Isebrand; Motion Seconded:  
Sheldon Meyer; Motion Passed 
a.   Pastor’s Report:  setting personal strategic 

goals for 2017; invite new and “retiring” 
members to come together for conversation 
and to transfer key knowledge about your 
team’s work. What is something your team 
accomplished in 2016 that made a big impact 
for Zion? What was your greatest disappoint-
ment or struggle as a ministry team in 2016? 
Thinking about Zion’s ministry as a whole, 
what is the biggest area of growth you’ve 
seen in 2016? What’s one area where you’d 
like to see Zion make progress in 2017? 
What’s one thing your ministry team needs 
to accomplish (or make progress toward) in 
2017?  Constitution Task Force has published 
the summary of proposed amendments in 
the January newsletter; made the proposed 
changes available on the church website; 
consulted with Chris Kennedy regarding the 
issue of Zion’s articles of incorporation, 
which reflect our official name as “Zions 

Scandinavian Lutheran Church.” In January 
2018, two of the amendments will need to be 
ratified at the annual meeting. In 2019, which 
is the next opportunity for the ELCA to amend 
the Model Constitution for Congregations, 
Zion should schedule another review and up-
date to our Constitution & Bylaws.  We’ve 
continued to encourage participation in 
Stewardship for All Seasons through bulletin 
announcements as we work toward our goal 
of 120 participating families. Current Fall 
Stewardship Appeal stats: 101 intent cards 
received (84% of our goal of 120); Total 2017 
General Fund commitment: $132,680; NEW 
2017 General Fund commitment: $34,674.84 
(105% of our $33,000 goal); 44% of active Zion 
households have returned an intent card. 
DATES/REMINDERS:  February newsletter 
deadline: Tuesday, January 24 at noon.  Janu-
ary 18 - 23: I will be away to attend two con-
tinuing education events in Louisville, KY. 
The first is for my role as “Synod Coordina-
tor” for the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering in 
Houston. The second is the ELCA Youth Min-
istry Network’s “Extravaganza” training 
event. Pastor Dan Buendorf will serve as 
worship leader on January 22. Sunday, Febru-
ary 26: RENEW! – a leadership development 
event for congregational leaders. Zumbro 
Lutheran Church in Rochester from 2-4:30 
p.m. All Council and Ministry Team members 
are invited to attend this event together. 
RSVP to me by February 15 (our next Council 
meeting).  Wednesday, March 1: Ash 
Wednesday 

b.   Secretary’s Minutes:  December 21, 2016 
c.   Statistical Reports / Financial Summary:  

handout 
d.   Social Ministry Team (Dawn Hartman, Carol 

Dunker, *Linda Isebrand): The next Food for 
Friends event is March 18. Linda will issue a 
reminder to the Youth Ministry Team in case 
they would like to serve on one of the open 
dates. Caring Coins donations for January 8 
totaled $364.22 and will be sent to Juba, 
South Sudan, for the new Lutheran Center. 
Caring Coins for February will be designated 
to Wellcome Manor Family Services. Infor-
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mation regarding the Prayer Chain Ministry 
will appear in the February newsletter. We 
are going to update the members of the pray-
er chain and are also seeking a new leader to 
replace Jody Maurer.  Cindy Jacques is in-
volved in a craft guild that is looking for a ser-
vice project. We are excited that they have 
selected the Prayer Shawl Ministry and will be 
adding to our supply of shawls. Linda will 
speak to the ZLCW Board about working with 
Social Ministry to support REACH, a homeless 
shelter for youth that is sponsored by LSS. 
Thanks to Dawn for assisting with Social Min-
istry over the last three years and thanks to 
Jody, for her work with the Prayer Chain Min-
istry. 

5.   Ministry Team Reports 
a.   Finance and Stewardship Ministry Team 

(*Doug Midthun, Matt Lantz, Gary Sand-
strom):  no meeting 

b.   Youth Ministry Team (*Becky Sittig, Kristy 
Schultz, Jennifer Fleming):  Becky shared a 
concern of drop off of Sunday School attend-
ance after Christmas.  Youth are working on 
fund raisers for upcoming summer trip.   

c.   Membership & Outreach Ministry Team (Beth 
Paumen, *Kathy Fleming, Steve Marshall):  
Steve reported that the directory should be 
mailed by January 20, should be available by 
Annual Meeting.  Need to update member-
ship roster.  Looking for sign-up sheet for 
Lenten Suppers. 

d.   Worship, Music & Adult Education Ministry 
Team (*Sheldon Meyer, Phil Bachman, Kristi 
Grindstaff):  Sheldon reported that Phil is re-
cuperating at Pathstone; will check to see 
how Action Teams are doing, Narthex Design 
team report – more people are staying for 
coffee in Narthex; notes for coffee hosts is 
displayed in the kitchen and will be emailed to 
Team Members.  Linda visited Trinity Luther-
an in St. Peter and Pastor Andrea visited Trini-
ty Lutheran in Owatonna.  They shared their 
observations on their narthexes.  A discussion 
followed on how to survey the congregation 
about their ideas for the narthex.   Linda will 
write an article for the February Newsletter.  
Kari and Cindy will make a display for the bul-
letin board to be up by February 5.  Three sug-

gested questions, what can we do to make 
this a more welcoming area, what thoughts 
do you have about the church library, what 
questions and thoughts do you have about 
this project?  The bids from Scheitel’s and 
Rhapsody were very high.  Pastor Andrea will 
contact both of them for clarifications on 
their bids.  Looking to get a better idea of the 
problems with the current TV in the Narthex.  
Looking for support and ideas from Synod 
member Anne Gerrietts on the space and ide-
as for modifying it.  

e.   Building & Grounds Ministry Team (Brett 
Strenge, *David Hoffer, Mike Bottin):  no 
meeting 
*Ministry Team Chairperson 
Motion to Accept Reports:  Gary Sandstrom; 

 Motion seconded:  Jim Halvorson; Motion  
 passed. 
6.     Old Business 

a.   Stewardship for All Seasons:  101 intent cards 
have been received, see Pastor’s Report.   

b.   Review 2017 Budget for Zion:  Reviewed new 
format of budget report.   

c.   Nominating Committee Update:  Rod shared 
the nominations that will be presented at the 
Annual Meeting. 

d.   Annual Meeting, January 29 at 10:15 a.m. 
7.   Treasurer’s Report:  General Checking: $975.87; 

Memorial Fund: $6,041.18; Building Fund: 
$11,522.38; Non-Benevolence: $1,354.82; Special 
Projects: $1,256.75; Available to Pay Bills and 
Payroll: $2,330.49; Overdue Bills: -0-; Current 
Bills: $837.42; Line of Credit: $9,100.00.   

 
8.   Adjourn at 8:15 p.m. 
 
Closing: The Lord’s Prayer 
Respectfully submitted:  Mary Hutchens 
 

 

February 

Funeral:   

Clarence Schultz 

Baptism: 

Isaac Oliver Thompson 
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THE FAITH FORMATION NET-
WORK: WHAT IS IT?  

By Rev. Emily Carson carson@semnsynod.org  

One of the ways the Southeastern Minnesota Synod 
develops leaders and equips congregations is 
through the Faith Formation Network. The Faith For-
mation Network is a group of individuals who sup-
port the spiritual development of children, youth, 
and families. Through its monthly gatherings, social 
media platforms, and annual retreat, the network 
aims to provide educational opportunities for people 
of various levels of volunteer and professional expe-
rience to become more equipped faith formation 
leaders. More information about the network and 
their monthly gathering calendar is available online 
at http://semnsynod.org/cyf.  

The network began back in the 1990s when youth 
directors would gather periodically to connect and 
plan synod-wide events for young people. While the 
group has changed names several times over the 
last twenty years, the core mission has continued: to 
create a supportive space for those whose calling is 
to nurture the faith development of children, youth, 
and families. Network activities are planned and fa-
cilitated by members of the Faith Formation Table. 
The table was formed in 2016 for the purpose of sup-
porting the synod’s mission of developing leaders 
and equipping congregations.  

Anna Wencl serves as Family Faith Formation Minis-
try Director at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Man-
kato, and she participates in the Faith Formation 
Network. About the network’s overall goals, Wencl 
shared, “We provide spaces both in person and 
online to share ideas, challenges, and dreams for the 
faith development of our children, youth and fami-
lies… Our community provides a safe space to chal-
lenge each other to think about the possibilities for 
ministry in a changing world.”  

The important role of volunteers and staff in em-

powering and supporting children, youth, and fami-
lies is crucial. As network member Julie Klock, Chil-
dren & Family Faith Formation leader at St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church in Northfield described, “Children, 
youth, and family (CYF) professionals advocate for 
families within the church. We support families, and 
we build support systems between families and the 
church.” The leadership of faith formation volun-
teers and staff is a powerful force in connecting indi-
viduals and families to the life-giving relationships 
that exist within their local communities and congre-
gations. The synod’s Faith Formation Network exists 
to provide support and encouragement for all who 
are called to this important work.  

The monthly network gatherings are open to every-
one. They take place in a different congregation in 
the synod each month and run from 11AM- 1:30PM. 
Participants bring their own lunch and begin with a 
time of open conversation. The monthly gatherings 
are a time for connecting with others in the field and 
also a time to learn. The topic for each gathering 
changes monthly, so attendees can expect some-
thing new every time they attend. Wencl shared 
“Whatever your experience, you’re welcome in our 
network.”  

Two other ways you can connect with the network 
are (1) through their Facebook group and (2) 
through their weekly resource posted in the synod’s 
digital newsletter, RCWeekly. The name of the net-
work’s Facebook group is Southeastern Minnesota 
Synod Family Ministry. To add your name to the 
RCWeekly mailing list, please visit http://bitly.com/ 
semnsynodsignup. Members of the synod’s Faith 
Formation Network rejoice in opportunities to wel-
come new participants. Please share this issue of 
The Bridge with anyone who might like to take part 
in this important ministry of the Southeastern Min-
nesota Synod.  

MARCH 2017 ISSUE • 507-280-9457 • HTTP://
WWW.SEMNSYNOD.ORG  
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Zion Lutheran Church 

211 E Robinson St. 

P.O. Box 236 

Lake Crystal, MN 56055 

Phone: 507-726-2849 

Fax:  507-726-2119 

 

zioninfo@zionluthlakecrystal.org 

pastor@zionluthlakecrystal.org 
zionluthlakecrystal.org 

 

Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday  

8:00 a.m.–3:30 p.m.   

The office is closed on Friday. 

Zion Lutheran Church 

211 East Robinson Street 

Lake Crystal, MN 56055 

Pastor 

Rev. Andrea Myers 

Office Manager 

Mary Gilman 

Choir Director 

Linda Isebrand 

Organist 

Sheldon Meyer 

Custodians 

Bob and Barb McDonald 
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