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Register Today for Sunday School! 

Families are encouraged to visit the Zion web-

site and complete the online Sunday School 

registration for all children (preschool through 

8th grade) at www.zionluthlakecrystal.org. 

By registering annually, even if they’ve attend-

ed Sunday school during previous years, you 

provide Zion with updated contact information 

and a liability release. 

 

Rally Day Events 

Sunday, September 8 

10:05 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

 Sunday School registration 

 Refreshments 

 Special activities 

 Vote for which organization will  

receive this year’s Sunday School 

offering 

 Parents, please attend! 

 

 

Welcome to the Table! 

After completing the Communion Work-

shop last May, a number of students are 

ready to celebrate the milestone of their 

First Communion during worship on Sun-

day, September 15.  We welcome them 

to the table, where Jesus promises to 

meet us with love and forgiveness: 

Lucas Christianson 

Aaron Isebrand 

Andrew Isebrand 

Carter Lowis 

Lexi Nuytten 

Mia Nuytten 
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Happy New Year! 

Yes, I know it’s not January. But for congregations like 

Zion, it’s a new program year as students return from 

their summer vacation for Sunday School and Confirma-

tion, and the whole community settles into the more 

“normal” routines of the fall.  

New beginnings naturally fill us with a sense of longing 

that our life will be better in the days to come. Depend-

ing on our circumstances, “better” can mean many 

things. Perhaps it means that the dull ache of grief will 

begin to fade. Or that physical strength will return as 

we recover from illness or surgery. Or that our life will 

be a little more calm, a little more financially secure, or 

filled with a bit less conflict.  

What would it look like for your relationship with God 

to be “better”? How might continued spiritual growth 

make other aspects of your life “better”? How might a 

“better” sense of purpose impact your family, your 

work, and your sleep?  

Certain kinds of “better” come through the simple pas-

sage of time. But other kinds of “better” require inten-

tional reflection and deliberate action in order to nudge 

things in better directions.  

I invite you to let the shift of season be an invitation to 

seek the “better” that God gives us through Jesus 

Christ. Seek to grow in prayer and reading scripture. 

Seek to grow in generosity and service. Seek to grow in 

relationship with your church community through wor-

ship and fellowship. These are the daily practices that 

help the love of God to flow unfettered into our lives, 

to renew and heal us.   

But such practices take time, which so often feels lim-

ited and precious. Being good stewards of our time is 

just as important as stewarding our finances and our 

spiritual gifts.  

In my own life, when I’ve wanted things to be “better,”  

and to find time for the most important things, I’ve 

found it helpful to return to a practice I learned from a 

mentor, and to ask 3 questions:  

STOP: What are the things I need to stop doing, either 

because they are harmful to my spiritual, physical, or 

mental health, or because they are simply taking up val-

uable time and energy that could be better spent else-

where? 

CONTINUE: What are the things I need to keep doing 

because they are valuable to nurturing a meaningful 

life? Where do I encounter God in my daily life, or expe-

rience a sense of joy and peace? What are the habits 

and rituals that deserve to be protected?  

BEGIN: What new thing could I start doing that could 

impact my life in a positive way? Is there a new spiritual 

practice I want to try? A new job or hobby to pursue? A 

relationship that could use more attention? What small 

thing could I do today that could accumulate daily to 

make a difference?  

As you make a new beginning this fall, I am praying for 

you, and invite you to pray with me following these 

words written by the apostle Paul to the church in Co-

lossae. He wrote: 

“We haven’t stopped praying for you and asking for you 

to be filled with the knowledge of God’s will, with all wis-

dom and spiritual understanding. 10 We’re praying this so 

that you can live lives that are worthy of the Lord and 

pleasing to him in every way: by producing fruit in every 

good work and growing in the knowledge of God; 11 by 

being strengthened through his glorious might so that 

you endure everything and have patience;12 and by giving 

thanks with joy to the Father. He made it so you could 

take part in the inheritance, in light granted to God’s holy 

people.”  

Whatever our longings in this life, the “better” that 

God promises is an inheritance prepared for us through 

Jesus Christ: the forgiveness of sins and the knowledge 

of God’s love, so that we might be obedient and fruitful 

in sharing this love with a hungry world.  

Peace,  

Pastor Andrea 
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Church Cleaning: The date for our annual church 
kitchen and nursery cleaning day has been changed 
to Wednesday, September 11, at 9:00 AM. Rolls and 
coffee will be provided.  
 
SAVE THE DATE of October 12 at 10:30 a.m. for our 
annual Tour of Tables. This year’s program will be 
provided by Melodies in Less Makeup, a group of 
four women who will entertain us with music, skits 
and humor. We will once again be asking for women 
who will decorate a table and others who are willing 
to donate baskets for our silent auction. Ideas for 
tables are open to the imagination of the hostess! 
Sign-up sheets will be posted in September. This is 
the largest and most important fundraiser for our 
women’s organization to support youth camp schol-
arships and the ZLCW budget. 
 
ZLCW Booklet Updates:  As fall circles resume, 
chairs are asked to continue to provide Mary Gilman 
with any updates to the ZLCW Circle Booklets 
(phone numbers, e-mails, etc.) 
 
The Southeastern Minnesota Synodical Women’s 
Organization Convention is Saturday, September 21, 
2019. The location is Trinity Lutheran Church, 609 
Lincoln Avenue South, Owatonna, MN. Registration 
is $25. Registration deadline is September 2. More 
information will be posted on the bulletin board in 
narthex. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Social Ministry  
Thank you to all who contributed to our August Caring 
Coins when $133.44 was collected for Project Promise, 
Zion’s program to create school and personal care kits  
for distribution through Lutheran World Relief. Thank 
you as well to those who donated supplies.  
Should you still wish to purchase any supplies, those can 
be left in the box in the narthex. To date, our Caring 
Coins donations equal $1,932.95.  Thank you for your 
kindness and generosity!  
 
Social Ministry applied for and received a Thrivent Action 
Team Grant for Project Promise. The nearly $400 from 
these two funding sources will be used to purchase sup-
plies and bags for school and/or personal care kits. We’ll 
provide you with an update in the October newsletter. 
 
Our September Caring Coins designee will be the Back-
pack Food Program, part of Feeding Our Communities 
Partners, a nonprofit organization focused on ending 
local hunger. The Backpack Food Program, FOCP’s first 
initiative, provides nutritious snacks to over 900 area 
elementary students within Blue Earth County on week-
ends and school breaks, including students from LCWM. 
Thank you in advance for supporting this initiative.  
  
Have you noticed the knitted caps in the narthex? These 
are part of the Knits for Kids ministry. Directions for blan-
kets or knitted/crocheted caps and mittens are available 
to anyone who is handy with the needles or a hook. We 
hope you’ll add to the supply of items and warm a young 
person somewhere in the world. Please read the thank 
you from Knits for Kids that is posted on the narthex bul-
letin board!  
 
Please consider adding to the supply of pillowcase dress-
es before they are shipped in the early fall. Supplies and 
directions are available in the narthex and the only things 
needed are a machine and basic sewing skills.  
 

Our next Food for Friends serving date is Saturday, 

October 26.  Please mark your calendars. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

September 4 :  Rebecca Circle    7:00 p.m.   

Hostess:  Mary Goodrich 

Bible study:  Rebecca Circle group 

September 4:   Miriam Circle  @ church  10:00 a.m.  

Hostess:  Sally Bottin  

Bible study: Barb Feder 

September 5:  Martha Circle     2:00 p.m. 

Hostess:  Jean Johnson 

Bible Study: Dorothy Yarger 

September 17:  ZLCW Board Meeting   2:30 p.m. 

 

September Bible Study for Leaders   TBD  
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August Council  Meeting Highlights 

Finance and Stewardship: Research continues on 

the balances in the memorial fund and special pro-

jects accounts. We want to respect our donors wish-

es in regard to their contributions and at the same 

time determine what amounts may be available for 

discretionary spending.  

Social Ministry: Caring Coins gifts totaled $164.55 in 

July, and were designated for the new roof at Cross-

roads Campus Ministry. Gifts thus far this year have 

totaled $1,800.41. August’s Caring Coins recipient 

will be Project Promise. 

Membership & Outreach: Progress is being made 

on the list of adult children still under parent mem-

bership, so that the membership roles can be updat-

ed. Also putting together a list of responsibilities for 

prospective mentors in a program to provide men-

tors for new members in our congregation. 

Building and Grounds: Currently complete with 

budgeted projects. There was one issue with a 

smoke detector in the sacristy, which was replaced 

in early August. The committee is also looking into 

brick stress on the south and east side of the 

church, and looking into the condition of the bell 

tower.  

Youth Ministry: We had a great week of VBS! Of the 

50 volunteers, about 30 of them came from Zion! 

Rally Day for Sunday School is soon approaching, 

and flyers will be going out in a couple weeks. Also, 

the need for volunteers to teach Sunday School are 

needed. Thank you to Mackenzie and Adam Jones 

for volunteering to help with children’s music. 

Council Actions and Discussions: 

 Approval to appoint Mike Thompson to fill 

the open seat on the Finance and Steward-

ship Ministry Team.  

 Approval of the resignation of Barb Ander-

son, with gratitude, from the Scholarship 

Committee.  

 Discussion was held regarding the open 

Youth Ministry Coordinator position. 

Thoughts on how soon to move forward on 

posting the open position and what we are 

hoping to accomplish was shared, along 

with discussion on how things went during 

Marrett’s short time with us. It was agreed 

that we should refer to Youth Ministry for 

their recommendation at the next Council 

meeting.  

 An End of Summer Financial Review was 

shared by Treasurer Joe Atkinson. Things 

have been tight, but we have been able to 

make payroll. We may need to take a draw 

on the line of credit in the near future to 

keep current with all bills, which has been 

typical of this time of year.  
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Zion Lutheran Church Sunday 
School  
2019-20  

September: 

 8—Rally Day  

15—Sunday School begins  

22—Regular Sunday School  

29—Regular Sunday School 

 

October: 

 6–Regular Sunday School  

13—Regular Sunday School *SS Students sing dur-
ing worship* 

 20– NO Sunday School (MEA break)  

27—Regular Sunday School  

 

November: 

 2—Regular Sunday School  

9—Regular Sunday School *SS Students sing dur-
ing worship*  

16—NO Sunday School  

23—Regular Sunday School  

 

December: 

1—NO Sunday School (Thanksgiving break)  

8—Christmas Program Practice *SS Students sing 
during worship*  

15—Christmas Program during worship  

22—NO Sunday School (Christmas)  

29—NO Sunday School (Christmas)  

 

January 2020:  

5—Sunday School resumes * 3rd grade Bible 
presentation during worship; 3rd grade parent/
child Bible class after worship  

12—Regular Sunday School; Bible class (3rd) *SS 
Students sing during worship*  

19—Regular Sunday School; Bible class (3rd)  

26—Annual Meeting—No Sunday School  

 

February:  

3—Regular Sunday School  

10—Regular Sunday School *SS Students sing dur-

ing worship*  

17—NO Sunday School  (Presidents Day Wknd) 

24—Regular Sunday School 

 

March: 

1—Regular Sunday School  

8—Regular Sunday School *SS Students sing dur-
ing worship*  

15—Regular Sunday School  

22—Regular Sunday School  

29—NO Sunday School (spring break)  

 

April:  

5—Regular Sunday School  

12—NO Sunday School (Easter)  

19—May Day Baskets  

26—Last day of Sunday School *Visit Crystal Sea-
sons* *Camp scholarships given at worship*  

 

Activities/Dates are subject to change! Watch for 
further announcements via bulletin, newsletter 
and email.  

 

Newsletter Input Due Date: 

October newsletter input is due  

by Tuesday, September 24. 

Sharing Shelf 
Each month a volunteer from Zion delivers our 
food offerings to the Sharing Shelf. Many thanks 
to Barb McDonald for volunteering in August.  
Our September volunteer is Donna Roesch.  Sep-
tember needs include pancake mix, pancake syr-
up, chili, beef stew, tuna helper, tuna, tomatoes, 
tomato sauce, pasta sauce and  toilet paper. 
 
Be  sure to check code dates to insure donated 
foods have not expired.  The Sharing Shelf is lo-
cated at the First Baptist Church, 312 South Oak-
land Street.  Hours are Wednesday evening from 
6:00-6:30 p.m.      
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Confirmation Kick-Off Meeting 

Wednesday, September 11, 6:00 p.m. 

This meeting is for new AND returning 7th and 8th 

students and their parents.  

Pastor Andrea will be providing everything you 

need to know about schedules, mentors, and plans 

for the year. Training for our new 7th grade acolytes 

will be provided at the end of the meeting.  

Regular Confirmation classes begin Wednesday, 

September 18, meeting 6:00-7:15 p.m in the Youth 

Room. 

This year’s Confirmation classes are focused on the 

Bible. What is it? What story does it tell us about 

God, and God’s relationship with us? This is a great 

opportunity for youth and their families to become 

more “Biblically Literate” and develop habits of 

reading and prayer to nurture a lifetime of faith. 

  9th Grade Confirmation Capstone 

Confirmation Sunday is coming on Sunday, October 

13!  To help our students prepare to affirm their bap-

tisms, they’ll be participating in our Capstone Minis-

try in September and October. Families have been 

contacted by email regarding the schedule. Please 

contact Pastor Andrea with any questions. 

The Confirmation Capstone experience is designed 

to help 9th graders consider what they've learned 

along the way about God and themselves, and how 

they intend to continue in faith after Confirmation 

Sunday, when they will be asked to affirm the bap-

tismal promises made on their behalf: to LIVE 

among God’s faithful people, to HEAR the word of 

God and share in the Lord’s supper, to PROCLAIM 

the good news of God in Christ through word and 

deed, to SERVE all people, following the example of 

Jesus, and to STRIVE for justice and peace in all the 

earth.  

Save the Date: 

ValleySCARE on October 11 

All students in 7th-12th grade are invited! Watch for 

details later in September. We’ll be joining other 

Mankato-area Lutheran youth for this fun evening! 

Can you Solve the Mystery? 

As we work to spruce up the Youth Room, we’re 

clearing away some things that are no longer serv-

ing our youth ministry well, such as broken-down 

couches and incomplete games. We have some 

unique treasures, too! 

One of them is this table-top putt-putt course. It’s 

obviously a custom piece, but I haven’t been able to 

find out who made it or when, or how it came to 

find a home in Zion’s youth room. Please contact 

Pastor Andrea if you know its story, OR if you’d be 

interested in giving this unique piece a new home! 

Youth Sunday School Helpers Wanted!  

Talk to Pastor Andrea or email  

sundayschool@zionluthlakecrystal.org  

if you’d like to help! 
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Happy September 

Birthdays! 
Hannah Baskfield 

Alexandria Baskfield 

Elizabeth Beckmann 

Nolan Beckmann 

Olivia Beecher 

Jonathan Boomgarden 

Emma Boomgarden 

Chad Brandts 

Emma Carleton 

Stewart Carlson 

Donald Davis 

Barb Feder 

Eric Fjeldberg 

Eric Fleming 

Jennifer Friday 

Ann Hagen 

Judy Hanson 

Andrey Hartman 

Lowell Heydt 

Allan Hruby 

Brian Isebrand 

Angie Knutson-Icks 

David Lee 

Lane Maurer 

Hailey McDonald 

Dennis Mikkelson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Delaney Mueller 

Karen Myers 

Taylor Nelson 

Elizabeth Olson 

Michael Paumen 

John Peterson 

Alene Petterson 

Miles Preston 

Randy Rustman 

Lacey Scheurs  

Kim Schmalzriedt 

Donald Schmidt 

Jacie Schultz 

Codey Schultz 

Ava Snow  

Lois Sohler 

Sidney Sohre 

Samantha Sorenson 

Mike Thompson 

Marissa Thorson 

Adam Utter 

Jared VanRyswyk 

Beckman Ziegler 

September (Team 6) 

Team Leaders:   

Joyce Roberts &  

Darlene Zeidler 

 

Team Members: 

Jason & Jill Antony 

Patrick Baskfield 

Jim Brocker 

Matt & Jamie Christianson 

Lisa & Paul Dehn 

Eric & Jennifer Fleming 

Marvin & Barb Fleming 

Karen Granger 

Mike Herbst 

Lowell & Linda Heydt 

Dave Hoffer 

Todd & Terri Hutchens 

Roger & Carol Jones 

David & Patty Lee 

Bryan & Katie Lux 

 

 

 

John & Jeanine Madsen 

Sandy Meixell 

Ryan & Danielle Mueller 

James & Leah Pockrandt 

Brad & Cathy Snow 

Lois Sohler 

Jill & Kevin Sorenson 

Mike & Amanda Storlien 

Bruce & Sandy Tibbetts 

Dean & Paula Tibbetts 

Steve & Susan Trnka 

Doug Winter 

 

Happy September 

Anniversaries: 
Barb & Tim Anderson 

Karl & Sarah Anderson 

Jason & Jill Antony 

Jeffrey & Janet Becker 

Jim & Mary Brocker 

Philip & Rhonda Fjeldberg 

Eric & Jennifer Fleming 

Pat & Susan Gengler 

Audrey & Dawn Hartman 

Jerry & Marsha Hawker 

Allan & Tammy Hruby 

Brian & Heather Isebrand 

Don & Judy Marben 

Steve & Judy Marshall 

Richard & Jeanine  

     McDonald 

Mark & Judy Meyer 

Sheldon & Holly Meyer 

James & Leah Pockrandt 

Randy & Angie Rustman 

Gary & Diane Sandstrom 

Cathy & Russell Soohre 

“Top Secret” Project for  

3rd Grade Families 

The families of Zion’s 3rd grade students recently 

received a mailing with information about a 

“Special Mission” related to your child and the 

gift of a Bible to them from the ZLCW. Be sure to 

pick up your Mission Packet in the Narthex begin-

ning September 8! 

If we somehow missed you with the mailing, 

please contact the Church Office! Bible Quiz Answer:  D (See Joshua 6:1-5) 
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Celebrating Community VBS 

Thank you to ALL of the families and volunteers 

that participated in the 2019 Community VBS, 

“Roar” August 4-8!  

It was an amazing week of learning that no matter 

what, we can trust that God is good!  

 

 

 

 

Exploring the Book of Isaiah 

through GAC “Exploring  

Religious Questions”  

Close Readings of the Book of Isaiah:  

Poetry, Justice, and Inspiration for Today 

Isaiah is one of the most inspiring and influential 

books of the Bible. The original prophet Isaiah 

spoke during a time of great social upheaval, and 

later prophets and scribes added to his words over 

hundreds of years to address the changing needs 

of generations of believers. The book has been a 

constant source of hope for Jews and Christians 

worldwide, and they have quoted, studied, and 

been guided and moved by it for centuries. Passag-

es from Isaiah have also richly influenced music, 

poetry, and the visual arts.  

In this series of Monday evening sessions (7-9 PM), 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

participants will take a closer look at this  

complex and inspiring book with the help of three 

highly respected scholars who have all published 

widely on the book of Isaiah: J. Blake Couey, Hanne 

Loeland Levinson, and Ron Troxel. Sessions will 

address questions about the historical context, 

central themes, and significance of all three of the 

book’s major sections (Chapters 1-39, 40-55, 56-

66).  

This is a not-for-credit course organized and co-

sponsored by the Office of Church Relations and 

the Berhardson Distinguished Chair for Lutheran 

Studies.  

Registration is $35/person and due September 30, 

2019. For more information or to register, contact 

Church Relations at 507- 933-7001 or e-mail church-

relations@gustavus.edu, or pick up a copy of the 

registration form on Zion’s bulletin board.   

mailto:church-relations@gustavus.edu
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KiDs   

PaGe 

What number fits in all the blanks to reveal God’s instructions to 

Joshua about the city of Jericho?  

Israelite warriors, led by __ priests blowing __ ram’s-horn trumpets 

for __ days, would march around the city once a day, except for the 

last day, when they would march around it __ times; then the walls 

of Jericho would fall.  

 

A. one        C. five 

B. three        D. seven 

                Answer on Page 5 
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A LETTER OF FAREWELL  
By Bishop Steven Delzer  

Dear Siblings in Christ,  
“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ. I thank my God every time I 
remember you, constantly praying with joy in every 
one of my prayers for all of you, because of your 
sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I 
am confident of this, that the one who began a 
good work among you will bring it to completion by 
the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think 
this way about all of you, because you hold me in 
your heart, and all of you share in God’s grace with 
me.” -Philippians 1:2-7a  

Thank you for sharing with me in the gospel and in 
God’s grace over these past six years. We may nev-
er know how many lives have been touched by the 
grace and love of God through our commitment to 
our ministries of Word and Sacrament, or through 
our commitment to our Enough Food For All initia-
tive (our synod-wide effort to alleviate food insecu-
rity in Southeastern Minnesota), or through our 
commitment to developing and equipping spiritual, 
resilient leaders and congregations, or through our 
commitment to accompanying our global partners 
in Columbia, Tanzania, and South Sudan.  

God is indeed a God of possibilities, and I am confi-
dent that God, who has begun this good work 
among you, will continue to guide and bless your 
sharing of the gospel and God’s grace. And I am 
confident that many people will continue to be 
blessed by God through the ministries of the South-
eastern Minnesota Synod.  

Know that I will continue to hold you in my prayers 
as you transition to ministry with BishopElect Regi-
na Hassanally who begins her term on September 1, 

2019. She is a talented and effective leader who will 
be guided by the Spirit. Together you will be sup-
ported by a gifted and committed staff and Synod 
Council. As you walk together into the future, trust 
the promise of God in Isaiah 43: “Thus says the 
Lord, who created you, who formed you: Do not 
fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by 
name, you are mine, you are precious in my sight, 
and honored, and I love you; Do not fear, for I am 
with you.” Trust the promise of God in Jeremiah 29: 
“Surely I know the plans I have for you, says the 
Lord, plans for your welfare . . . to give you a future 
with hope.” Trust the promise of Jesus in Matthew 
28: “Remember, I am with you always, to the end 
of the age.”  

Finally, thank you for the privilege of serving as 
your bishop over these past six years. Thank you for 
holding me and my family in your hearts and pray-
ers over these past six years. I’ve always known 
that I could never serve effectively in this call unless 
I knew that the Spirit was leading and the people 
were praying. I give thanks to God for you and for 
the multitude of ways you have been a blessing. 
Peace & Joy in Christ, Bishop Steve Delzer Bishop 
Delzer’s 6-year term as bishop concludes on Sep-
tember 2, 2019. The synod’s newly called bishop is 
Rev. Regina Hassanally.  

 

Special Dates in September 
 Labor Day, September 2  

 National Grandparents Day, September 8  

 Patriot Day, September 11 

 Hispanic Heritage Month, Sept. 15 – Oct. 15 

 First day of autumn, September 23  
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Sunday Morning 
9:00 a.m. Worship 

Communion 1st & 3rd  
Sunday of the Month 

 

Sunday School 10:15 a.m. 
 

Listen to sermons at 
www.zionluthlakecrystal.org 

 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday (8-4)  

Tuesday (8-12)  

Wednesday (8-4)    

Thursday (8-4) 
The Office is closed on Fridays. 

Phone: 507-726-2849 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Church Office e-mail: 

zioninfo@zionluthlakecrystal.org 

pastor@zionluthlakecrystal.org 

 

Church website: 

www. zionluthlakecrystal.org 
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