
  

Especially if there are children in your household, prepare imag-

es or drawings of palm branches to set before you as you imag-

ine the crowds welcoming Jesus to Jerusalem. 

Begin with these words: 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest! 

Then pray the prayer for this day: 

We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through 

our Savior Jesus Christ. Today he entered the holy city in 

triumph and was proclaimed Messiah and King by those 

who spread garments and branches along his way. As we 

gather in our homes and without palm branches this 

year, help us always to welcome our Lord into our 

hearts. Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of 

the cross, so that, joined to his death and resurrection, 

we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus 

Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

The readings for Palm Sunday may be read, as follows. 

READING: Philippians 2:5-11 

PSALM 118:19-29 

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:1-11 

After the readings: 

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God. 

Having read these readings, think of this: 

Today, we don’t put palm branches on the ground when 

someone important shows up. We “roll out the red car-

pet.” Imagine being in Hollywood and catching a glimpse 

of your favorite actor or actress at a red-carpet event. 

Imagine going to a political rally and seeing your favorite 

politician. Imagine going to a concert to see your favor-

ite musician. There are plenty of times today that crowds 

gather simply to catch a glimpse of one famous person. 

The crowd may even shout at them in a desperate at-

tempt to be heard. There is something about being in 

the presence of a star that makes us feel important by 

association. When Jesus came into Jerusalem and the 

people shouted out to him, they understood that he 

wasn’t just a celebrity. He was making them important. 

He was coming to them where they were. The last week 

of Jesus’ life began with this triumphal entry into Jerusa-

lem, a sign of his kingship that Christians believe was 

foretold by the prophets.   

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, 

we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in 

Dear People of God,  

In this time of world-wide crisis, congregations throughout this church are not able to gather for wor-

ship  in our sanctuaries. While we cannot be together in person, we can hear the word of God and hold 

each other in prayer. What follows are resources for you and those with whom you live for praying to-

gether during Holy Week and on Easter Sunday. 

While Easter is a joyful festival, this year we observe it in a time of difficulty and worldwide sorrow. Still, 

we believe that Christ is with us in his word, by his Spirit drawing us together as one before God. And we 

believe that the gospel of Christ gives us strength amid distress and comfort in the face of our suffer-

ings.  

As a sign of our unity as the body of Christ, you might consider using these resources for prayer at the 

time you would have ordinarily gathered for worship  at Zion (6:45 pm on Thursday and Friday, or 9:00 

am on Sunday morning). 

Consider also how you might set up a “home altar” to use this week, and the physical symbols you could 

set out for each service. For Thursday, a bowl of water, clean towels and a pitcher for hand washing. For 

Friday,  a simple cross or crucifix. For Easter Sunday, a candle and a bowl of water.  

Christ is risen! 

Pastor Andrea Myers 

Zion Lutheran Church of Lake Crystal, MN 
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need, responding to each petition with the words: Your 

mercy is great. 

God of mercy, awaken your church to new proclama-

tions of your faithfulness. By your Spirit, give us bold and 

joyful words to speak, that we sustain the weary with 

the message of your redemption. Hear us, O God. Your 

mercy is great. 

God of mercy, quiet the earth where it trembles and 

shakes. Protect vulnerable ecosystems, threatened habi-

tats, and endangered species. Prosper the work of scien-

tists, engineers, and researchers who find ways to re-

store creation to health and wholeness. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of mercy, drive away fear and anger that cause us to 

turn against one another. Give courage to leaders as 

they make difficult decisions and care for the most vul-

nerable members of their communities. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of mercy, send your saving help to all who suffer. 

Bring peace to people and communities wherever the 

coronavirus has struck. We pray for all who mourn their 

dead; all who have contracted the virus; those who are 

quarantined or stranded away from home; those who 

have lost their employment; those who fear the present 

and the future. We pray for physicians, nurses, and home 

health aides; medical researchers; and the World Health 

Organization. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

God of mercy, when we breathe our last, you raise us to 

eternal life. With all your witnesses in heaven and on 

earth, let us boldly confess the name of Jesus Christ, our 

resurrection and our hope. Hear us, O God. Your mercy 

is great. 

According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and 

all our prayers as we commend them to you; through 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 

Finally, we prepare ourselves to enter Holy Week. 

In his baptism, our Lord Jesus began a ministry that 

would reveal his wondrous love to the world. As we now 

enter Holy Week and meditate on the salvation of the 

world brought through his sufferings, death, burial, and 

resurrection, we pray: 

O God of mercy and might. in the mystery of the passion 

of your Son you offer your infinite life to the world. Gath-

er us around the cross of Christ, and preserve us until the 

resurrection, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen. 

Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless us now 

and forever. Amen.  

Set out a bowl of water and a clean towel. Sit with them before 
you begin. 

First, remember God’s forgiveness: 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were 

dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By 

grace we have been saved. Our sins are forgiven in the 

name of Jesus Christ. Almighty God strengthen us with 

power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in our 

hearts through faith. Amen. 

Then pray the prayer for this night: 

Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, 

Jesus gave us a new commandment, to love one another 

as he loves us. Write this commandment in our hearts, 

and give us the will to serve others as he was servant of 

all, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 

The readings for Maundy Thursday may be read: 

FIRST READING: Exodus 12:1-14 

PSALM 116: 1-2, 12-19 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

GOSPEL: JOHN 13:1-17, 31b-35 

After the readings: 

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God. 

Having read these readings, think of this: 

This word about the love of Jesus is always the begin-

ning of any time. By remembering the Passover and the 

Last Supper and the footwashing, we are not trying to 
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get back to an old time. In the face of the suffering and 

death with which the world is filled, our trying would not 

come to much. But God’s word comes to us now. To our 

time. Even when we cannot meet for the holy supper 

together, this word comes to us: Jesus Christ is our for-

giveness. He is the Lamb whose blood marks the doors 

of our houses and bodies. In the power of the Spirit, he 

has washed our feet and our lives. And he turns us to-

ward our neighbors. In this word—and in the cross pro-

claimed tomorrow and the resurrection proclaimed Sun-

day morning—Easter comes out to hold us already.  

Here you may wash your own feet or hands, using the water in 
the bowl, recalling Jesus washing his disciples’ feet. Or, if there 
are several of you worshipping together, you may wash each 
other’s hands or feet by pouring fresh water from a pitcher for 
each person, thinking of the love of Jesus poured out on each of 
us in this difficult time. Please note that this action may be en-
tirely omitted, especially if someone in your house has tested 
positive for coronavirus. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

United with Christians around the globe on this Maundy 

Thursday, let us pray for the church, the earth, our trou-

bled world, and all in need, responding to each petition 

with the words: Your mercy is great. 

Blessed are you, holy God, for the church. Gather all the 

baptized around your presence in the Word. Strengthen 

the body of your people even when we cannot assemble 

for worship. Hear us, holy God. Your mercy is great. 

Blessed are you, bountiful God, for this good earth and 

for the flowering of springtime. Save dry lands from de-

structive droughts. Protect the waters from pollution. 

Allow in this time the planting of fields for food. Make us 

into care-givers of your plants and animals. Hear us, 

bountiful God. Your mercy is great. 

Blessed are you, sovereign God, for our nation. Inspire all 

people to live in peace and concord. Grant wisdom and 

courage to heads of state and to legislators as they face 

the coronavirus crisis. Lead our elected officials to cham-

pion the cause of the needy. Hear us, sovereign God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Blessed are you, faithful God, for you accompany suffer-

ing humanity with love. Abide wherever the coronavirus 

has struck. Dwell among all who mourn their dead; all 

who have contracted the virus; those who are quaran-

tined or stranded away from home; those who have lost 

their employment; those who fear the present and the 

future. Support physicians, nurses, and home health 

aides; medical researchers; and the World Health Organi-

zation. Hear us, faithful God. Your mercy is great. 

Blessed are you, gracious God, for you care for the 

needy. We beg you to feed the hungry, protect the refu-

gee, embrace the distressed, house the homeless, nurse 

the sick, and comfort the dying. Especially we pray for 

those we name before you now. A brief silence. Hear us, 

gracious God. your mercy is great.  

Blessed are you, loving God, for your Son knelt before 

us, your unworthy servants. Preserve our lives, comfort 

our anxiety, and receive now the petitions of our hearts. 

A longer period of silence. Hear us, loving God. Your mer-

cy is great.  

Blessed are you, eternal God, for all who have died in the 

faith, especially those whom we name before you here. 

A brief silence. Sustain us in faith, and bring us with them 

into your everlasting glory. Hear us, eternal God. Your 

mercy is great. 

Receive our prayers, merciful God, for the sake of Jesus 

Christ, the host of our meal of life, who died and rose 

that we might live with you, now and forever. Amen. 

Finally, remembering Jesus going to his arrest and his death, the 
events form which all the mercy that fills this night flows, pray 
this psalm.  

PSALM 88 

Our worship will continue tomorrow with the service for Good 
Friday.  

Sit before a cross. 

Begin with this prayer. 

Almighty God, look with loving mercy on your family, for 

whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, 

and to be given over to the hands of sinners, and to 

suffer death on the cross; who now lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

Then the readings for Good Friday may be read: 

READING: Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

PSALM 22 

GOSPEL: John 18:1-19:42 

After the readings: 

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God. 

Having read these readings, think of this: 
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Jesus Christ is a root out of dry ground. By his wounds 

we are healed. These paradoxes of Isaiah are echoed in 

the account in John about his death: he is arrested, yet 

when he speaks the soldiers fall down; he is tried, yet he 

is King and Son of God and Man; he is thirsty and dying, 

yet he is the source of the Spirit and of water and blood 

to heal us; finally he is buried, but is in a garden. All of 

this means to tell us that God shares our sorrow and 

need and death and yet transforms it to life and salva-

tion and hope. More than just a root out of dry ground, 

his cross is the great tree of life in which we all may shel-

ter. You may shelter there today. And all those things in 

all the world that we pray for today, God holds together 

in him. 

If you have a hymnal, you might now sing or read “When I Sur-
vey the Wondrous Cross” or “Were You There.” 

THE BIDDING PRAYER 

A brief silence follows each intercession. 

Dear members of God’s family:  

we pray for the church throughout the world . . .  

we pray for our bishops, Elizabeth and Regina; for our 

pastor, Andrea, and all servants of the church . . . 

we pray for those preparing for baptism . . .  

we pray for the Jewish people, the first to hear the word 

of God . . .  

we pray for those who do not share our faith in Jesus 

Christ . . .  

we pray for those who do not believe in God . . .  

we pray for God’s creation . . .  

we pray for those who serve in public office . . .  

we pray for those in any need . . .  

and we pray for all afflicted by the coronavirus . . . 

Finally, we pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 

Conclude with these words: 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 

By your holy cross you have redeemed the world.  

Our worship continues on Sunday morning. 

Sit before an unlit candle and a bowl of water.  

Light the candle, saying: 

The light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of 

our hearts and minds. 

Thanks be to God. 

Then read this “Easter Proclamation” 

Rejoice, all heavenly choirs of angels! 

Christ has conquered; the risen Savior shines upon you. 

Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendor, 

radiant in the brightness of your king! 

Christ has conquered! Glory fills you!  

Darkness vanishes forever. 

Rejoice, O holy church! Exult in glory!  

The risen Savior shines upon you! 

Let this place resound with joy, 

echoing the mighty song of all God’s people. 

Then pray: 

O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the 

cross for our redemption, and by his glorious resurrec-

tion you delivered us from the power of death. Make us 

die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in 

the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

FIRST READING: ACTS 10:34-43 

PSALM 118: 1-2, 14-24 

SECOND READING: Colossians 3:1-4 

GOSPEL: Matthew 28:1-10 

Then, in remembrance of your baptism into the death and resur-
rection of Jesus Christ, confess the baptismal creed:  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven 

and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third 

day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated 
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at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to 

judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resur-

rection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Make the sign of the cross on your forehead with water from the 
bowl.  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray 

for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 

We pray, O God, for all the churches around the globe: 

for their people and leaders; for the newly baptized; for 

the believers who cannot assemble for worship; for 

faithful endurance during this time of sorrow and dis-

tress; and for a deepening sense of your presence 

among us. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We pray, O God, for the well-being of creation: for the 

health of seas and rivers and lakes; for Crystal, Loon and 

Lily Lakes, Minnepoa Creek, and the Minnesota River; 

and for the will to care for your earth. Lord, in your mer-

cy, hear our prayer. 

We pray, O God, for peace and justice in the world: for 

an end to war and international turmoil; for concord in 

our troubled society; for the heads of state, legislators, 

and local civic leaders, that they may enact wise proce-

dures to deal with the coronavirus. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

We pray, O God, for all who are facing the coronavirus: 

for all who mourn their dead; all who have contracted 

the virus; those who are quarantined or stranded away 

from home; those who have lost their employment; 

those who fear the present and the future. We pray for 

physicians, nurses, and home health aides; medical re-

searchers; and the World Health Organization. Fill the 

aching in our hearts with your merciful power. Lord, in 

your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We pray, O God, for all in need: for those suffering for 

the faith; for those who are poor, hungry, and homeless; 

for those who are sick and those awaiting death; and for 

those we name before you here. A brief silence. Lord, in 

your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We pray, O God, for the desires of our hearts; A longer 

period of silence. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Receive our thanks for all who died in the faith, and 

bring us at the final resurrection into your everlasting 

life, where sorrows will be no more. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Into your gracious and mighty hands, O God, we com-

mend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, 

through your Son Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 

Speak these final sentences: 

Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless us now 

and forever. Amen.  

Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Let us go in peace to share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia!  

 

These resources have been adapted from the ELCA Wor-

ship blog: https://blogs.elca.org/worship. Portions from 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship and sundaysandsea-

sons.com, Palm Sunday Reflection (Gail Ramshaw), 

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday Reflections (Gordon 

Lathrop) and Intercessory Prayers (Gail Ramshaw) © 

2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 

permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 

License #SAS47401.  
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Adapted from Pastor Andrea’s Sermon for March 26 
(Recording available on the church website) 

We’re at the beginning of a difficult journey, you and I. It 
will be many days before anything feels normal again. For 
now, we wait, and grieve what we’ve already lost, acknowl-
edging our pain and  raising up our lament to God: “This 
year wasn’t supposed to turn out this way.” Lament is a 

powerful and faithful way to pray, a faithful way to turn to 
God in our pain, a faithful way to navigate uncertain times.  

Eventually, this time of crisis will come to an end, and the 
things we once took for granted (a handshake, or going out 
for coffee) will return. But our lives will never be the same 
after Covid-19. We will never be the same after Covid-19. 
That’s worth grieving. So how do we make space for that 
grief? For naming our losses? 

Perhaps we might turn an old shoebox into our Covid “Grief 
Box.” and ask,  “What have I lost today, or this week, that 
I’m grieving?” Write each one on a slip of paper, say a pray-
er of lament to God, before putting and put it in the box. 

. . At some point in the future, when the crisis has passed, 
hopefully we can gather our boxes together, and have a 
kind of funeral for all we’ve lost. Maybe we can have a big 
bonfire, and burn these boxes as we commend our losses to 
God.  

Because we can always trust that God will hear our cries, 
and our lament, and respond with love and compassion, 
bearing us and our pain through the valley of shadow, until 
the day of resurrection dawns upon us. 


