
The Mission of Zion Lutheran Church is: 

To Make Jesus Known To All In Our Words and Actions 

Fifth Sunday in Lent  March 29, 2020 

In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the dead. To those in exile or living in 

the shadows of death, this story proclaims God’s promise of resurrection. In baptism we die with Christ that we 

might also be raised with him to new life. 

   

Gathering 

P:  The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord have mercy.  

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For this holy time, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord.  

C: Amen.  

P:  Let us pray. Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. 

Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve 

you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

Psalm: Psalm 130 
We pray the psalm in unison. 

 1Out of the depths 
  I cry to you, O LORD; 
 2O LORD, hear my voice! 
  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication. 
 3If you were to keep watch over sins, 
  O LORD, who could stand? 
 4Yet with you is forgiveness, 
  in order that you may be feared.  
 5I wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits; 
  in your word is my hope. 
 6My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning, 



  more than those who keep watch for the morning. 
 7O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love; 
  with the LORD there is plenteous redemption. 
 8For the LORD shall redeem Israel 
  from all their sins.  

Gospel: John 11:1-45 
Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic scene, he calls his friend out 
of the tomb and restores him to life. 

P:  The holy gospel according to St. John, the 11th chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2Mary 

was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother 
Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4But when 
Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son 
of God may be glorified through it.” 5Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and 
Lazarus, 6after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he 
was. 
  7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The disciples said to him, 
“Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9Jesus 
answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, 
because they see the light of this world. 10But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is 
not in them.” 11After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going 
there to awaken him.” 12The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 
13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely 
to sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15For your sake I am glad I was not there, so 
that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow 
disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 
 
  17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18Now 
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many of the Jews had come to Martha and 
Mary to console them about their brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went 
and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of 
him.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise 
again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me 
will never die. Do you believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, 
the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 
 
  28When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The 
Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 
30Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 
31The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They 
followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32When Mary 
came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came 
with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, “Where have 



you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus began to weep. 36So the Jews said, 
“See how he loved him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind 
man have kept this man from dying?” 
 
  38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying 
against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, 
“Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not 
tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone. And 
Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I knew that you always 
hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that 
you sent me.” 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead 
man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus 
said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
 
  45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in 
him.  

P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Homily   

Apostles’ Creed 

P:  With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he  

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 

the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 

of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the world, and all 

who are in need. A brief silence. 

You are invited to respond: 

P: Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 

P: According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we commend them to 

you; through Christ our Lord.  

C: Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 



Benediction 

P: As you go on your way, remember that God goes with you.  

God goes before you to show you the way,  

behind you to encourage you,  

beside you to be your friend,  

above you to watch over you,  

and within you always to give you peace. 

 In the name of the Father and the  Son and the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 

*Dismissal 

P: Go in peace. Share the good news. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 Prayer Requests 

 For those who mourn: the family and friends of Phil Bachman. 

 For those in need of healing: Donna Spencer, Mike Quiring (brother of Mary Gilman), Barry Jacques, 

Tim Anderson, Taylor Antony, Sadie and Elsie Sorensen (newborn daughters of Robby & Logan 

Sorensen), Tiana Iverson, John Greenough, Jan Barnick (daughter-in-law of Dorothy Barnick), Lonnie 

Honstad, Jeff Dunker, Cole Barden, Erin Visker, Donald Schmidt, Maddie Teigen, and Jed Visker; 

 For those who are deployed: Evan Masters (brother of Chelsea Copeland).  

 For those impacted by the economic uncertainty and loss of income created by the coronavirus 

pandemic.  

THE WEEK AHEAD 

Sunday, March 29 Service of the Word on Facebook 9:00 am 

 Music from Sheldon Meyer on Facebook 9:30 am 

 Virtual Coffee Hour (Zoom) 10:00 am 

Monday, March 30 Bible Study on Zoom 11:00 am 

Wednesday, April 1 Holden Evening Prayer on Facebook 6:45 pm 

Sunday, April 5 (Palm Sunday) Service of the Word on Facebook  9:00 am 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Congregational Life during COVID-19 “Stay at Home” and Social Distancing Precautions: 

 In-Person worship services will continue to be suspended through April 26. Additional 

details will be forthcoming March 30. News and updates will be shared via the church 

website and Facebook and, where appropriate, by mail.  

 Worship will continue to be streamed via Facebook so that we can gather as a virtual 

community for prayer, reflection, and praise: 

o Sunday, March 29 at 9:00 am: Service of the Word 



o Wednesday, April 1 at 6:45 pm: Holden Evening Prayer and our final Lent Speaker, 

Myron Sandstrom. 

o Sunday, April 5 at 9:00 pm: Service of the Word for Palm Sunday 

o Thursday, April 9 at 6:45 pm: Maundy Thursday prayer and reflection. 

o Friday, April 10 at 6:45 pm: Good Friday prayer and reflection 

o Sunday, April 12 at 9:00 am: Easter Sunday Service of the Word.  

 Pastor Andrea is available for conversation and prayer! Please reach out to her by phone or 

text at 507-402-1114. She’s also happy to schedule one-on-one pastoral visits via Zoom video 

conferencing. 

 The Monday “Dwelling on the Word” study has shifted to an online format. You’re invited 

to join us for a time of prayer, reflection and conversation as we consider the gospel reading 

for the upcoming Sunday. To join us on Monday at 11:00, please go to: 

https://zoom.us/j/322134420 

 Offerings can be mailed to the Church Office (PO Box 236, Lake Crystal). Please consider our 

eGiving options for making one-time or recurring donations electronically. Details available 

at:  https://www.zionluthlakecrystal.org/giving. 

 All remaining Lent meals and the Easter Breakfast have been cancelled. These meals have 

been important fundraisers for Zion’s ministries. If you would like to make a special gift to 

support the Youth Fund, Camp Scholarships, or the General Fund, please mark your offering 

accordingly and mail it to the church office.  

 The Church Office will be closed to visitors through April 10. To reach a member of the staff 

or arrange for a delivery, please call the church office: 507-726-2849. For immediate pastoral 

needs, contact Pastor Andrea Myers: 507-402-1114. 

 The Lake Crystal Sharing Shelf continues to serve our community during this time of need. 

Donations of food can be dropped in the cart at Kevin’s Market. They are currently in need of 

the following: flour, oil, chili with beans, pears, apple sauce, bags of white rice and 5# bags of 

potatoes. 
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